
An Ontario Trails Council Update 

Incorporated in 1991, the OTC is a registered charity promoting the 

management, use, preservation and development of recreational trails in 

Ontario. 
 

The OTC offers a variety of trail related services that it has developed over 

the years to meet the needs of its members: 

• Awards and Recognitions 

• Trail Representations – on website and Social media 

• Trail Website – 1.2 million unique visitors per year, 5 million trail trips planned, in top 3% 

of websites worldwide. 

• Ontario Trails Social Network – over 80,000 followers. 

• Trailwise Newsletter – weekly distribution, 1100 municipal and organization subscribers. 

• Trail Programs and Services – education certification program Algonquin College and trail 

auditing, Georgian Bay Coast and G2G 

• Trailhead Trail Conferences and Learning Symposiums – since 2002 OTC has run 12 

provincial level conferences, and over 200 community symposiums on trails. 

• Trail Management and Master Plans – Ottawa Valley, Kinghorn, GBCT 

• Regional Trail Council Management Model and Development – in 52 Ontario Counties and 

Cities, including North Hastings and Prince Edward Counties 

• Government Relations and Regulations – OTC is lead in creating an environment with the 

Province that saw the Province take our concerns seriously enough to implement or 

adjust: 

o Ontario Trails Strategy 2005 

o Active 2010 – we endorsed and facilitated grants thorough this process 

o Ontario Trails Strategy Implementation Plan 2014 

o Ontario Trails Coordinating Committee 2006-17 

o Community in Action Fund Grant Stream 2011 

o Ontario Government Recognizes OTC as OTCC Co-Chair 2008-17 

o Ontario Trails Act - 2016 

o Ontario Woodlot Act preservation 2007 

o Line Fences Act modification 2004 

o Trillium Trail Network 2011 

o Conservation Act Recommendations 2015 

o National Trails Coalition 2008-2017 

o Premier Wynne 9-point Commitment to Trails 2014 

o Ontario Government declares OTC as Lead Partner 2011 

o Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) 2007, 2010, 2013 

o Municipal Act Trail Inventory 2009 + MNR LIO Trails Q/A 2007-11 

o MNR + MNRF Forestry Road and Access Policies – 2005, 2009, 2014 

o Ontario Realty Corp Rail Trail Inventory and Policy 2007, 2011 

The Ontario Trails Council has grown in scope and function since 2002. At that time, the OTC received an 

18-month Ontario Trillium (OTF) grant to support its growth in governance, branding and membership. 



In 2002 the OTC had 32 members, not all were paying. 

The OTC accomplished its growth and development goals such that it was 

a key lead organization in persistent recommending to the Province of 

Ontario that there was a need for an Ontario Trails Strategy, supporting 

legislation and trail friendly regulation. Members of OTC had requested 

this since 1976. 
 

In 2005 the OTC secured another 4-year grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 

In 2010 the OTC secured another OTF Grant to develop its professional trails certificate program. This 14- 

module program was developed by trail professionals from the OTC and fully vetted and certified by 

Algonquin College. Ontario Trails Council trains people in the community and on-line through Algonquin 

College and Ontario Parks Association. 

Over the years the OTC has written or supported community leaders seeking grant support or grant funds: 

• The Wounded Warrior supported Horses Heal Canada Program in Campbellcroft 

• Kinghorn Rail Trail Project 

• Georgian Bay Coast Trail 

• Guelph to Goderich Rail Trail 

• Hamilton Burlington Trails Committee 

• Pan-Am Path 

• Prescott-Russell Rail Trail 

• Frontenac Biosphere Reserve 

• Renfrew County Rail Trail 

• VMUTS 

We have written grants for members or supported member requests for well over $2.5 million in grants 

from a variety of granting organizations. These grants are for others – not the OTC. 

Additionally, since 2005 the OTC has been a member of the Canadian Trails Federation. In 2007, our 

Executive Director worked through the CTF as its VP to partner with the COHV and CCSO to create the 

National Trails Coalition. This OTC work led to the NTC trail funding program in 2009-11, and 2014-16. 

Through this grant program we supported more than $83 million invested in 734 trail projects. Our 

Executive Director was seconded (2014-2016) as National Project Administrator for 120 of these projects, 

and in 2008-12 was an NTC Director to their Board, offering top level national leadership to the 

organization. 

OTC, therefore, had a lead position on the 474 projects of all types, snowmobile, ORV and NM in 2009- 

11. The OTC CEO is currently President of the Canadian Trails Federation and Chair of the National Trails 

Coalition, so OTC continues to influence national directions and we are hopeful of renewed funding for 

trails at the National level. 

Many grants were approved through this partner process, with OTC involvement in 2009-11 and 2014-

16 for grants more than @3,000,000 for Ontario’s trails. We commend OTC Recipients for their work and 

finding the matching funds.  



In closing, the OTC is an organization that has grown in influence in the 

sector, both in Ontario and across Canada. Many provinces emulate our 

work, and appreciate our leadership. We now have over 200 - member 

organizations, and we appreciate the support of big cities, community 

trail organizations, other provincial federations and associations, and 

local clubs. to name a few. Government at all levels respects our input. 

We have made 100’s of communities better through our efforts. 

As we head into another year we are working on: 

• A New Strategic Business Plan 

• Trails Tourism Reports – RTO6 and Province Wide 

• Non-Motorized Masterplans 

• Trail Classification with Cowan Insurance and the MTCS 

• First Nations Relations 

• Trailhead Canada 

• Ontario Trails Strategy 

 

Thank you. 


