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Haliburton

Welcome to the opportunity to Experience Haliburton.  
Operating through the Haliburton Highlands Trails and Tours  
Network, Experience Haliburton provides guests with access 
to activities, people and places that are not easily accessed 
by the general public. We are specialists in the unique, small 
group of outdoor experiential packages. We strive to take you 
inside the real world and real lives of Haliburton County.  
We will journey off the beaten path and be immersed into the 
world of experiential travel and meet the locals who call the 
Highlands home. If you are ready to do something out of the 
ordinary, we invite you to explore with us.  
For more information please visit our website:
www.experiencehaliburton.com

Don’t forget the about the 6th Annual Hike Haliburton  
Festival this year when making your travel plans.  
This year’s festival is on October 17,18 and 19th.  
For more information please visit our website  
www.trailsandtours.com, or call us at the  
Haliburton Highlands Trails and Tours Network.
1-705-489-4049

Experience 
Haliburton

Experience
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Spring	is	in	the	air!	The	birds	at	my	feeder	are	coming	in	
pairs,	the	ravens	are	showing	off	their	air	acrobatics,	and	
the	white-tailed	deer	are	on	the	move.	

In the last week, I have seen more deer then I ever 
have in my whole life, and I am still amazed by 
their majesty every time I see one, even when the 
deer may be preventing me from driving to work 
by walking down the middle of the road. Some 
people complain about cars or stop lights making 
them late for work, where as I get to say, “Well 
remember that pesky deer I was talking about, 
Yes she was in the middle of the road AGAIN!” 
This is what it is like to live, work and play in the 
Haliburton Highlands. 
I like to refer to my life as Tegan’s “Animal Planet” 
you never know what animal will be around the 
next corner. One day it may be a group of Wild 
Turkey running single file through the woods, the 
next a family of beavers busy at work, or maybe 
even a Bald Eagle soaring high over the water look-
ing for its next meal, it is a surprise everyday.
My Fiancé Andrew and I moved to the Highlands 
in September 2006 as I pursued a higher education 
and what we found was a place that we wanted to 
call home. As avid outdoors people we saw that 
whether we wanted to hike, bike, slide, ride –we 
could do it all in the Haliburton Highlands! It is 
now 2008, and we are living lakeside of the pictur-
esque Horseshoe Lake in Minden Hills. Here is a 
peek into our lives.
Every Saturday morning our lively Red & White 
Boston Terrier, the newest member of our fam-
ily, Maggie, wakes me up around 7:00 a.m. I let 
her outside to do her business, we play for a little 
while, then we snuggle under the blanket on the 
couch. As we bask in the sun that shines brightly 
through our large picture window we plan what we 
are going to do throughout the day.
Last Saturday as we snuggled on the couch watch-
ing the birds eating at our large green gazebo bird-
feeder, waiting for Andrew to wake up I thought 
to myself that it would be nice to go for a hike. Of 
course we had a few errands to run but what better 
motivation is there to get them done quickly, then 
to reward ourselves with a great hike afterwards. 
Andrew finally woke up and we all decided that 
we would go hiking at Snowdon Park. Not having 
been there before we were very excited to venture 
on this system of trails. We had heard so much 

about how beautiful the trails are at the park and 
we were finally going to explore them. We all pilled 
in the car, Andrew with his camera in hand, me 
with pooper-scooper bags and treats and Maggie, 
well Maggie just brought herself and her adorable 
Boston Terrier smile.
Snowden Park was established through the coop-
eration of the Township of Snowden and the 
Haliburton Highlands Field Naturalists. This wet-
land and forest preserve spans 45-hectares (110 
acres). The trail brings you through various ecosys-
tems including a large fen complex, a swamp hard-
wood forest and wetlands that include a shallow 
open water marsh.
“The Park is located approximately 20 minutes 
from both Minden and Haliburton and can be 
found off of County Road 1 just 0.3 km south of the 
County Road 1/South Lake Road (County Road 
16) intersection. There is a beautifully hand made 
wooden sign that marks its location on the side of 
the road. Please take care when accessing the road 
in the spring. It is very mushy when wet. Drive 
with caution and please slow down so that your car 
does not tear up the road leading into the park.”
When we arrived at the park Maggie found the 

first mud puddle and decided to wade through it. 
Andrew and I laughed and thought who ever told 
us that Boston’s were not outside dogs was very 
mistaken.
We climbed the snow bank and were pleasantly 
surprised to find that the trail was covered with 
a layer of hard packed snow. It was obvious that 
there had been people enjoying the trails all winter 
long, therefore we would not need our snowshoes 
and would not have to worry about Maggie disap-
pearing in the snow. 
To begin we visited the really neat trailhead kiosk 

and took a look at the trail map and decided to hike 
the Wetlands Loop, which is approximately 2.9 kilo-
metres. With the self-guided trail brochure in hand 
we headed off into the trail system (trail brochures 
are provided onsite at the kiosk).
This first stop on our hike was the wheelchair 
accessible viewing platform.  From the platform we 
looked over the marsh and saw that three snowsho-
ers had recently set out on a hike across the marsh.
We walked through a picturesque Balsam archway, 
that lead us out to a point where we once again 
were able to look out over the frozen marsh. When 
we looked down at the railing we saw some scat 
(aka. poop) after further observation we deducted 
that it must be from a Mink. 
Maggie decided that we better keep walking when 
she heard the red squirrel chirping at us from a 
nearby tree. We follow her to find this noisy little 
feller and when he finally moved on we continued 
down the trail. Shortly after that we discovered that 
along the trail they have built shelters with benches 
for people to stop have a break and observe the 
environment around them.
The hike was awesome. We really enjoyed our-
selves, the scenery and even had a chance to catch a 

quick glimpse of a snowshoe hare.
By Tegan Moratz

For	year	round	trails	and	tours	opportuni-
ties	in	the	County	of	Haliburton	make	sure	
to	visit	www.trailsandtours.com	or	phone	
the	Haliburton	Highlands	Trails	and	Tours	
Network	office	at	705-489-4049.

Hot on the trail - 
Spring Hiking

Have you hugged a tree lately?

Samantha knows...
Dear Trails and Tours,
We are coming up to the Haliburton area this April - May and we are looking forward to seeing 
some of the Hiking Trails in Haliburton County.   
Can you give us some idea about Spring Hiking in Haliburton?
Thanks
Spring	Fever

Hi there Spring Fever,
Hiking in Spring can be beautiful here in the Haliburton Highlands. You have to remember each 
winter is different and the trails can be slippery, slushy and still snow covered at that time of year.  
Remember to dress in layers as the temperatures can vary as well as have a great pair of boots 
that can handle the conditions.  If you are looking for a great hiking trails check us out on www.
trailsandtours.com for a list, description and map of your chosen hiking destination!
Look forward to seeing you soon!
Samantha	Davies 
Administrative Coordinator
Trails & Tours Network
www.trailsandtours.com
Phone: 705-489-4049

Samantha Davies is the administrative coordina-
tor for the Trails and Tours Network in Haliburton 
County. She also operates the Buckslide Tent and 
Trailer Park with her family.

If you have a question for the trails and tours network, 
please contact Samantha at sam@trailsandtours.com,  
we will answer your questions in the next issue of the 

Courier! So go ahead and take a hike!


