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Ni agara Trail Workshopsfatiudg tLegial s a

1The support we received from the Ontario trails community at this year ¥ event was without
parallel or precedent-, said Jack de Wit OTC President. With over 120 participants, Tweive
really tapped into the needs of the Ontario Trails Comm unity.-

This year we worked hard to bring a program and a venue
to the trails community that speaks to the professionalism
that exists within trails. The site, The Marriott Renaissance
was conducive to the creativity we need to bring to issues
facing trails. It was also nice to present the Minister of
Tourism, The Honourable Jim Bradley, with a top -notch
location to present the provinces views on trails.

We focused on two sessions in an all day format that really
allowed the leadership of trails to make comment, debate
and make thoughtful recommendation on the issues of
Legal reform and Insurance; as well as, Land Use issues.
There is real pressure out there for limited land, especially for multi-use trails, and some of
our motorized groups feel isolated and cut off from p rocesses that are more easily available
to non-motorized community.

Highlights included:

- Legal and Liability Issues, the Wednesday workshop day was devoted to commenting on tort
reform, policy adjustment and recommendations on provincial insurance and t rail indemnity;

- Land Use Session this all day session focused on issues of accessibility, multi -use,
municipal and land management planning and policies for trail groups .

Ontario¥s senior Member of Parliament, The Honourable Jim Bradley, delivered the keynote
address. (Pictured above) His keynote speech was a direct report from the government and in his
remarks; it was very clear that here is a Minister that understands trails. No delegate in the room
could debate this mants understanding of our sector and its issues. Delegates were left with real
hope that this understanding will embolden the implementation of the Ontario Trails Strategy.

The Ontario Trails Council welcomed Counsellor Bruce Timms from Niagara region.
Niagara was one of the finest, if not the finest host for a Provincial Trails Summit to date.
The OTC thanks the local planning committee for all its hard work.

Conference Proceedings Niagara 2007 - www.ontariotrails.on.ca/conference2007.htm
Workshop reports: http://www.ontariotrails.on.ca/about-the-otc/otc-news-events/
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The Ontario Trails Council (OTC) - Conseil des Sentiers de I'Ontario ~ is a volunteer-led,
charitable organization promoting the creation, preservation, management and use of
recreational trails in Ontario.

OTC Successes

As a major stakeholder in the development of the Ontario Trails Strategy, the OTC was
pleased to see 30 years of hard work re presented in this first provincial policy statement for
Ontario.

We also acknowledge the development of the Ministry of Health Promotion as the lead
Ministry for trails in Ontario.

We continue to reach out to new stakeholders and create new working group s at the regional
level. It supports our goal of making a difference locally while acting provincially.

OTC Goal s

Continue to increase the number, length, variety and accessibility of trails throughout
the province

Provide government and other public b odies with an informed, credible voice in support
of trail interest groups

Promote the safe and responsible use of trails
Act as a provincial resource centre for trail information

Encourage the establishment of the Trillium Trail Network

OTC Barmdkgr ou

The Ontario Trails Council was established in 1988. We started as a coalition of trail user
groups such as hikers, cyclists, snow mobilers and equestrians who shared an interest in
trails and in the conservation of abandoned rail lines for use as trail s.

Membership also includes similar trail organizations and others with compatible interests and
values. The OTC appreciates the volunteers who contribute their time to trails in Ontario.
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Ontario Trails Council
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Through the support of the Ministry of Health Promotion, Ontario Tourism Marketing
Partnership Corporation, the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs, the Canadian Off-
Highway Vehicle Manufacturers Distribution Council, FedNor, Northern Ontario Heritage
Corporation; and the 100 member organizations of the Ontario Trails Council, OTC has
produced the definitive business plan for organizations to sustain the trails they operate in
Ontario.

Released for member review and comment at the recent Ontario Trails Council 12007
M Provincial Trails Summit- the Trillium Trails Network business plan details a five point

Trillium program to provide trail operators, managers and user groups with the services and

funding options required to provide Ontario with the world class trails system it desires.

Approved by the OTC General Assembly during its annual general meeting for
implementation throughout Ontario; provincial trail user groups, provincial trail managers
at the local regional and provincial levels have supported the development of one
provincial trails network, and development of one provincial trail pass, the TTTN Gold Trail
Pass- for the first time.

‘ Importantly, the approval of a broad representation of trail stakeholders (OTC Board July 13,
2007) from all over Ontario provides a sense of consolidation and collaborative purpose
GOLD TRAIL PERMIT that is emerging around the potential of provision of well-funded, maintained and

PERMIS DE SENTIERS OR accessible trails for all Ontarians.

Trllium Trail Netwark Ontaria Trasls Coencil

R T ool seunx it Significant also, is the outreach to non-traditional users through this program. OTC
Suggested 10go - thanks to efforts to gain the support of the disabled community, municipal parks, economic
OFATV! development and tourism offices, health units, county councils and trail users, provides

the TTN program with a range of support that does not exist in any other regional or
single use trail sustainability or pass program.

This depth of reach and dynamic partnerships between governments, the public and
industry provides the Trillium Trails Network with options for ongoing sustainability and
program support.

We encourage trails leaders from all over Ontario, rural, urban, north and south to
engage the OTC in discussion about how the TTN can work for your trails and your
community.

We anticipate the TTN Gold provincial trails pass system to be up and running during the
fall of 2007. A TTN Gold Pass working group lead by representatives of the OFSC,
OFATV, EOTA, OEF and the OTC captures the operational capacity of trails leadership in
Ontario. This group welcomes the endorsements achieved through the trail summit and is
available to discuss issues with groups as needed.

We have 20 county-based regional trail development and management organizations that
have joined the TTN Gold Pass network, with another 29 community/counties
expressing interest.
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Find your trail region

B North-Western Region
|| North-Eastern Region
B morth-Central Region
W Central Region
B Eastern Begion

B Ouawa Region
B Toronto and Area Region
B Niagara Region

Sonth-Western Region

Ontario has nine distinct trail regions. Check out the regions in the descriptions below.
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OTC Awards Presented at Pr ovi

Each year the Ontario Trails Council recognizes individuals, groups, trail builders and user groups
for their contribution to trails. This year was no exception. Nine aw ards where given at the summit
this year. A recap of them is as follows:

Suzanne Jelley -Presidentfs Award The OTC is pleased to confer to Suzanne Jelley this
recognition of her ongoing professional commitment to the betterment of trails and the Ontario
Trails Council.

Chatham Kent Trails Committee - Trail User Group Award: In recognition of the development
of a community based trails committee, engaged in the completion of the Trans Canada and
other cycling and recreational trail in Chatham -Kent ~

Oxford County Trails Committee - Trail User Group Award: In recognition of the development
of a regional trails committee, comprised of a range of trails stakeholders, supporting a
comprehensive trails system for Oxford County .

Township of Greater Madawaska - Trail Builder Award: In recognition of the innovative
proactive of signing rural routes as trails, thereby contributing to the inventory of Ontario trails.

Lennox and Addington County - Trail Builder Award: In recognition of Lennox and Addington
County in their efforts to sign on-road cycling, hiking and running trails through heritage points of
interest, in a co-ordinated and planned manner.

Dennis Paris - Individual Trail Award: In recognition of his enduring commitment to trails of the
Niagara Region, and the Ontario Trails Council confirm our sincere thanks and gratitude.

Marjory Hotte - Individual Trail Award: In recognition of her long standing support of regional
trails, the Niagara Circle Trek Trail, and equestrian trail involvement, the Niagara Region and the
Ontario Trails Council express our gratitude and appreciation.

Town of Caledon/Caledon Trailways - Trail Builder Award: In recognition of the development
and completion of the significant trail bridge over the Highway 10, allowing safe public use of the
Caledon Trailway.

George Nicholson - Individual Trail Builder Award : In recognition of his dedication to Niagara
trails and the sharing of trail practices, the OTC and the Niagara Trails and Bikeways Committee.

Tom Beaton, John Gregoire and Dennis Paris renew Tom Beaton, Rick Grey of Chatham-Kent, Jack de Wit
friendships and enjoy Dennis} award President and Patrick Connor ED OTC: Enjoy CKTC!

For more information on OTC and the awards it offers, especially for 2008 see:
http://ontariotrails.on.ca/awards.htm

nc
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cation Ontario

Parks and Recy,

Recreation Program for Pr o

For the past 4 years, the Ontario Trails Council has worked in partnership with Parks and Recreation
Ontario to raise issues of significance with politicians and the government. In this most recent edition of
election awareness articles PRO identifies its platform, some of which mirrors our own.

1. The Issue: Ontarians are more concerned than ever with environmental issues. They also
greatly value parks, open spaces and high quality recreation facilities as important components
of vibrant, liveable communities. Protecting our open spaces will ensure that Ontario maintains
and develops healthier, appealing and environmentally sustainable communities.

The Opportunity:

0 Support an excellent system of trails by committing to a trails strategy fund.
O Preserve and enhance our open spaces

0 Promote access for all Ontarians to safe and attractive outdoor spaces

2. The Issue: Everyone in Ontario has a right to have affordable access to safe and desirable
parks, and sport and recreation facilities and programs within their own communities. Ontariots
sport and recreation infrastructure is in a state of physical decline, recent reports estimate spat

and recreation infrastuciure deficit in Ontario is $5 billion.

The Opportunity:

00 Make sport and recreation facilities and parks a long-term priority for capital
infrastructure funding across the province, with a dedicated fund for sport,
recreation and parks infrastructure renewal.

O Create policies to ensure access to recreation for low-income and vulnerable families.

O Support the engagement of volunteers, who sustain over 10,000 sport and
recreation organizations in Ontario. Sport and recreation volunteers make up the
largest segment of Ontario% voluntary sector.

3. Thelssue: An obesity epidemic is sweeping the province and we are now living
and working in communities that contribute to obesity.

The Opportunity:
0 Make an annual multi-million dollar investment for each community in order to

promote healthy living providing every Ontarian the right to participate in recreation.
O Ensure a collaborative approach to chronic disease prevention initiatives that
includes recreation and sport as part of the overall plan through partnerships

4. Thelssue: The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) recognizes
the rights of children to engage in play and recreational activities, cultural life and the arts.
Studies by Dr. Gina Browne show that participating in sport and recreation programs has a
positive effect on children.

The Opportunity:

O Invest in recreation services and facilities.

0 Bring vital sports and recreation activities back into communities. Recreation is essential to human
development. Children learn social, creative and essential motor skills through play.

O With the intensification of cities and towns and greater demands on public
space, government should support good urban design that incorporates the principles of
CPTED - Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design and makes use of
existing parks and recreation facilities.

For more information on OTC recommendations see: http://ontariotrails.on.ca/otc_provl election.htm
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OTC Books

If you buy books, music, DVDs or software online, why not start here? You will get Amazon’s
incredible selection, great prices and a secure shopping environment. Every time you make a
purchase through the OTC Amazon store, no matter what you buy, you help support trails in

Ontario.

The Happy Camper

Kevin Callan

Best Price CDN$ 13.82

Take a Hike, Volume 1

Michael B. Davie, ...

Best Price CDN$ 16.26

or Buy New CDN$ 15.72

B
frl;!;“amazmna

Privacy Information

Mﬂt '
FEouNTRY

A Paddler’s Guide to
Ontario’s Cotta...

Kevin Callan

Best Price CDN$ 55.28
or Buy New

Bu
f mir'“amazmna

Privacy Information

or Buy New CDN$ 16.26

Bul
f m%amazmna

Privacy Information

A KL e

Trail Riding

Audrey Pavia

Best Price CDN$ 6.20
or Buy New CDNS$ 15.74

B
fr:!;“amazmna

Privacy Information

Backroads of Ontario
Ron Brown

Best Price CDN$ 14.56
or Buy New CDN$ 14.56

Bul
§ mir'“amazmca

Privacy Information

Ontario Provincial Parks
Trail Guide...

Allen MacPherson

Best Price CDN$ 11.41
or Buy New CDN$ 14.56

Bul
i m!;“amazmna

Privacy Information

Rock Climbing

Craig Luebben

Best Price CDN$ 11.81
or Buy New CDN$ 15.06

Bul
i mir'“ama:mna

Privacy Information

Ulysses Grn Cycling in
Ontario, 3rd ...

John Lynes

Best Price CDN$ 13.68
or Buy New CDN$ 15.72

B
fr:!;“amazmna

Privacy Information

For information or to purchase see: http://www.ontariotrails.on.ca/merchandise/otc -books/
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Mog groups partaotftneOTCn&tr

The Ontario Trails Council has a variety of networks and partners it uses to canvas the sector i n
support of trails. We are providing a short overview with links to the various partners as you may
want to explore options with them about your own trail projects.

The Chair of OTC Strategic Relations is Tim West of the Ontario federation of Snowmobile Clubs,
Tim works with a variety of Board members and his depth of partners to bring a trail tone to many
meetings of groups around Ontario.

Ontario Tourism Marketing

Partnership (OTMPC)

The OTMPC provides marketing of Ontario at home and
abroad. Largely tourism based the OTC utilizes the OTMPC
for marketing advice, project funding and northern
economic development strategies around trails. New
program tGet Outdoors:

-Marketing Summit, Oct. 2,3,4

Tourism Industry
Associations of Ontario
(TFO)

Formerly the Tourism Federation of Ontario the TIAO deals
with tourism service and provider organizations in or der to
secure funds, policy changes and positive legislative
change in support of tourism operators.

Canadian Trail Federation
(CTF)

The Canadian Trails Federation is a networ k of provincial
associations; its annual promotion is the International trails
Day ~ first Saturday in June. OTC attended national
meeting in Vancouver in June. Current major project is the
establishment of a national office in order to secure federal
dollars in support of provincial trail organizations.

Trans Canada Trail (TCT)
and Trans Canada Trail
Ontario (TCTO)

OTC presented in London to Rotary, as an example of
partnership in order to assist the TCTO in gathering support
for trail completion in the region. The TCT is a trail brand
that covers 4,000 km of trail in Ontario. The OTC has an
MOU with the TCT, and is working as a key assistor in
registering the remaining 1,000km to finish the trail in
Ontario by 2010. Pat attended national meeting in
Vancouver in June, TCT trail selected as preferred route for
2010 Olympics torch run

Provincial Ministries

There re many key Ministries that the OTC liaises with,
Ministry of Health Promotion, Ministry of Natural Resources,
Ministry of transportation, Agriculture, Tourism, Public
Infrastructure Renewal. Members of the Board and staff of
OTC regularly travel Ontario to meet government officials to
discuss policy and regulations that affect trails.

Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters
(OFAH)

Meeting with them on October 23, 24, series of meetings
with them over the summer, the idea being that there are a
number of pieces of legislation, i.e. Species and Shore Acts
that affect land that could be or is being used for trail and
activity access. Working with this large organization to
define goals and next steps, as we are both worried about
land access policies affecting trails.

r
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Frost Centre

3 years ago OTC supported call to action to not close the
Frost Centre. The Frost Centre has reopened as a training
institute and is working in close collaboration with the
University of Guelph. There is no training program for trails;
the OTC is interested in assuring that there is, if you are
interested in providing content to this program, or aid in its
development contact the Frost Centre.

Biospheres (Frontenac,
North Shore and Georgian)

Three of the 4 Biospheres in Ontario have active working
relationships to the OTC. The area of focus is striking a
balance between all activity, including motorized in a
biosphere area. This led Kirsten Spence from the OTC
Board to attend the National Biosphere conference in
Sudbury in June. The OTC booth was present, the
Frontenac Arch and 2 others want TTN Blue and green
Programs and we are using to spearhead blue/green trail
meetings. Next meeting to coordinate Sept. 25 in Kingston.

Canadian Off Highway
Vehicles Association
(COHV)

Given the popularity of Off-Road vehicles, the OTC works
with the members of COHV to gather information on what is
happening in other provinces.

Parks and Recreation
Ontario, Ontario Parks
Association, and Get Active

Now

PRO " attending CPRA National conference e nd of Sept ~
28-30 in Ottawa. Joint call for action on infrastructure
funding. Shawn Binns, Eugene Todd watching,

OPA call internally for a trail development committee and
trail standards in Green Spaces as well as the built
environment.

Get Active Now- promoting accessibility through standards
Currently a variety of issues of access throughout Ontario .

Health Units (H.U.)

The regular meeting of Northern Health Unit has produced
booklet on Northern non-motorized trails ~ which is
available through the OTC website. OTC etiquette is in it "
distributed through North. Lots of ongoing activity with
H.U.ts in Eastern, Central and South Western Ontario. P.E.
County, Northumberland, and Oxford proceeding ahead. 20
Health Unitts partof WRW attempt year 2.

Regional Trail Committeets
(RTC)

There are 40 or so working RTC#s in Ontario, the TCT and
the OTC have produced a manual of development and is
currently framing out this next year of actions.
Northumberland, PE County, Oxford, Chatham -Kent,
Stormont-Dundas, Haliburton Highland Trails and Tours
Network are all examples of committees of stakeholders
striking a balance of trail funding, development and
management through arrangements with county councils.

Outdoor Education Centers

Working to facilitating 1Kicking It Up on Trails in 5 spots
- 1)Credit Valley

- 2)Halton/Wellington

- 3)Lanark

- 4)North Bay

- 5)Essex/Oxford
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Celebratinn
of Trails

Celebration of Trails is an annual autumn festival of events that take place on trails in
communities throughout east Central Ontario. Exciting trail events for all ages and interests will
get you out and active to discover the region’s great trails.

To search for an event that suits you please use the pull down menus at the top of this page.

Be sure to visit again soon to see even more event listings for the 2007 Celebration of Trails.
You will find us "outdoorable”.

Cvcling trainrpngdarmdet sf c

CAN-BIKE cycling courses for young cyclists and adults will boost your skills, safety and cycling
pleasure. Join the two-wheeled revolution. You can help set the pace for Toronto’s 900,000
cyclists!

Learn from the best

All instructors are fully accredited in CAN-BIKE, are knowledgeable about the Highway Traffic
Act and have advanced cycling skills. In fact, all Toronto Police bicycle patrol officers are
required to take CAN-BIKE 2.

LLEARN FROM THE BEST

[ro———— Kids CAN-BIKE Camp
. W—— o In the summer of 2006, the Bicycle Safety Partnership launched an action packed camp to
L promote safe cycling as a form of recreation, transportation and healthy living. Here’s a look

back at those eight weeks of Kids CAN-BIKE camp!

CAN-BIKE 2 Training for Your Workplace or Organization
If you are required to ride your bike to perform work duties then your employer is responsible
for providing the appropriate safety training. CAN -BIKE is the only recognized safe cycling
course that fills this requirement. Read all about the certification process here. See also how
you can become the official CAN-BIKE instructor for your organization! As an instructor you
can also teach public courses in the spring, summer and fall months at $18.42 - $20.32/hr!







