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Background 
 
In November 2020, The County of Renfrew retained the Ontario Trails Council (OTC) to design and 
host a survey to assess the use of trails and the impact of this use in Renfrew County. 

 
Working in partnership with the staff of the County, OTC designed a series of questions for Trail 
Users, Provincial Level Trail Organizations and Regional Trail Stakeholders. 

 
The Community Survey on Trail Activity and Use in Renfrew County - an individual trail user survey, 
focused on users of the trail and asked users questions relevant to their trips, the trails they use, how 
often, and sought answers about their experience and expenditure when using Renfrew Trails. This 
category broke out trail users into 13 different types of use, non-motorized and motorized. 

 
The Provincial Level Trail Organization survey was focused on determining the level of Renfrew trail 
use that is supported by these organizations and determining the level of use that could be attributed 
to marketing or club support that drew these users to Renfrew County from these sources. 

 
The Regional Trail Stakeholder Survey was designed to offer an assessment of the overall positive 
impact of the Renfrew County Trail use on other businesses and services that provide a service or 
product to trail users of Renfrew County trails. This included an estimate by type of trail user activity. 
For example, cyclists would use cycling shops, motorized would use garages and fuel, and all would 
use a variety of restaurants and accommodation. 

 
Overall, the response rate was strongest to the Trail User Survey with 525 responses. The second 
highest level or response was from the Regional Trail Stakeholder Survey, with the Provincial Level 
Survey offering some insight to specific activity ATV’ing. 

 
As a result, this report will focus largely on the response of trail users to gauge the impact of Renfrew 
County Trails available for public use. 
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Results - Community Survey on Trail Activity and Use in Renfrew County 
 
Overall 525 respondents to 18 questions. 

 
1. Name - while not required to provide a name, 283 people did provide a name. This will allow 
follow up if deemed of value in the future. 

 
2. Phone Number - while not required to provide a telephone number, 225 people did provide a 
telephone number. This will allow follow up if deemed of value in the future. 

 
3. Email - while not required to provide an email address, 225 people did provide an email 
address. This will allow follow up if deemed of value in the future. 

 
4. Postal Code - 525, or 100% of respondents did provide a Postal Code. 55 different postal 
codes were reported. The Postal Code Response numbers by postal code will help to generally 
determine the location of the respondent: 

 
a. K0J - 106 - Beachburg, Calabogie, Cobden 
b. K8A, K8B - 105 - Pembroke 
c. K0A - 61 - Ottawa, Casselman, Pakenham, Arnprior, Almonte, Richmond 
d. K7S - 44 - Arnprior 
e. K7V - 41 - Renfrew 
f. K8H - 39 - Petawawa 
g. K0G - 13 - Lanark, Kemptville, McDonald’s Corners 
h. K2G, K2J, K2E, K2H - 9 - Nepean 
i. K2W, K2K, K2L, K2M, K2T - 8 - Kanata 
j. K1H, K1L, K1N, K1S, K1Y, K2A, K2C - 8 - Ottawa 
k. K7C - 8 - Carlton Place 
l. K0C - 6 - Ingleside, Winchester 
m. K0E - 6 - Cardinal, Spencerville, Toledo, Mallorytown 
n. K7A - 5 - Smiths Falls 
o. J0X - 4 - Oxford, London 
p. K6V - 4 - Brockville 
q. K7H - 4 - Perth 
r. K7P, K7K, K7M - 4 - Kingston 
s. K0H - 3 - Elginburg, Glenburnie, Maberly 
t. K0K - 3 - Marmora, Madoc, Baltimore 
u. K0L - 3 - Bancroft 
v. K2S - 3 - Stittsville 
w. K0B - 2 - Curran 
x. K4A - 2 - Orleans 
y. K4P - 2 - Greely 
z. K7G - 2 - Gananoque 
aa. K0M - 1 - Cameron 
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bb. K1B - 1- Gloucester 
cc. K4M - 1- Manotick 
dd. K4R - 1 - Russell 
ee. K6T - 1 - Unknown 
ff. K8N - 1- Belleville 
gg. K9H - 1- Peterborough 
hh. L0B - 1- Orono 
ii. N0B - 1- Ballinafad 
jj. N5W - 1- London 
kk. P1B - 1 - North Bay 

 
438 of the postal codes reporting are within 60 kilometers of the trail, along various points of the trail. 
This represents 83.4% of all respondents, who could be considered trail local. 
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5. What trail activities do you do on Renfrew County trails? Number of responses: 525 
 

The survey targeted 14 different trail use activities. All 14 uses are engaged on Renfrew 
County trails. The largest use group is pedestrians with a multi-season total of 412 responses. All 
Terrain Vehicle (ATV) and Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) with 343 respondents, all types of Cycling see 330 
responses. 
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6. What seasons do you use Renfrew County Trails?  
 

Overall the trails in Renfrew County are used in all four seasons. The users report using the 
trails most in the Fall, followed by Summer, then Spring and then Winter. 
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7. Do you belong to a Renfrew County trail organization or trail user group? If so, which one(s) 
do you support? 525 responses 

 
275 respondents indicated that they do not belong to a traill organization or trail user group. 59 
respondents indicated that they support a provincial level organization, 25 Ontario Federation of ATV 
Clubs (OFATV), 33 Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs and 1 indicating they support The 
Ontario Federation of Trail Riders (OFTR). 31 local clubs support activity on Renfrew County Trails. 
The breakout of support by respondents by group is as follows: 

 
● ATV - 118 
● Snowmobile - 95 
● Cycling - 41 
● Cross Country Ski - 6 
● Trail Development or Management Organization - 6 
● Dirt Bike - 3 
● Field Naturalists - 1 
● No Affiliation - 275 

 
The 31 Clubs supporting Renfrew County Trails responding to the survey are: 

 
Motorcycle/Dirt Bike 

● Baytown Motorcycle Club 
● Algonquin Trail Riders 

 
Cycling/Mountain Biking 

● Ottawa Valley Cycling and Active Transportation Alliance 
● Beachburg Off-road Cycling Association (BORCA) 
● Free the Woods MTBC 
● LCMBA 
● OMBA 

 
Snowmobiling 

● Bonnechere Valley Snodrifters 
● Bonntrae Snowmobile Clubs 
● Calabogie & District Snowmobile Club 
● Eganville Sno Drifters 
● Griffith Madawaska Snowmobile Club 
● Missing Link Snowmobile Club 
● North Renfrew Snowmobile Assoc. 
● Opeongo Snowbirds 
● Halliburton, Bancroft, Ottawa Valley Snowmobile Districts 
● Timberline Snowmobile Club 
● WCSTA 
● White Water Sno Goers 
● Riverside Snowmobile Club 
● Snow country snowmobile region 
● Snowmobile Clubs Missing Link 



7 

 

 

Cross Country Skiing 
● Deep River XC 
● Forest Lea Trails 
● Madawaska Nordic 
● Pembroke Cross Country Ski Club 

 
Trail Development and Management Organizations 

● EOTA 
● MVT 
● Four Seasons Conservancy 

 
ATV/ORV 

● KATVA 
● Napanee ATV 
● Nation Valley ATV 
● Ottawa Valley ATV Club 
● RCATV 
● Rideau Lakes ATV 
● Thousand Islands ATV Club 

 
Naturalist 

● Macnamara Field Naturalists 
 
 

 

 



8 

 

 

8. What is your Age?  
 

 
 
The largest respondent group is aged 41-55 (207 or 39.5%) of all responses. The second largest 
respondent group is aged 56 or older (171 or 32.6%) of all responses. The third largest response 
group is aged 26-40 (123 or 23.5%) of all responses. The fourth group 17-25 represents (21 or 4%) of 
all responses. Only 2 responses were 16 or under. 

 
Significantly, 72.1% of all users are 41 or older and this population demographic has both the time and 
the dollars to spend on trail use and trail support through tourism. 
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9. What is your gender?  
 

 
There is clearly a larger male use of the Renfrew County Trails than female. The male use is nearly 2 
times greater than female use. The total number of male responses was 338 to 180 female, with 5 
users not identifying. There may be a correlation between this representative population use and the 
activity use on the trail. 
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10. Have you used the Renfrew County owned Ottawa Valley Recreational Trail/Algonquin 
Trail, K and P Recreational Trails? Or have you used trails in Renfrew County forests? 
11.  525 responses. 

 
 
 

 
The survey shows that most, 460 (87.6%) of respondents use the Ottawa Valley Recreational 
Trail/Algonquin Trail, followed by 342 (65.1%) using the K and P Trail. Nearly 300 (60%) also use the 
Renfrew County Forest trails. 
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12. Estimated number of trail trips per season, please check the trails and then provide an 
estimated number of trips per trail. 

 
 

 
 

I. Ottawa Valley Recreational Trail/Algonquin Trail Use 
● 178 people indicate they use this trail 1-10 times a year, which represents a minimum of 178 

to a maximum of 1,780 trips per year. 
● 118 people indicate they use this trail 11-20 times per year for a minimum number of trips of 

1,298 to a maximum of 2,360 trips per annum. 
● 83 people indicate they use this trail 21-50 times per year for a minimum number of trips 

equaling 1,743 to a maximum of 4,150 trips per year. 
● 74 people indicate they use this trail more than 50 times per year for a minimum number of 

trips of 3,700. 
 
As a result, a minimum number of trips per year on the Ottawa Valley Recreational Trail/Algonquin 
Trail could be stated as 6,929. A maximum estimate based upon the survey is in excess of 11,990 
trips per year. 

 
Ii. K and P Trail Use 

● 208 people indicate they use this trail 1-10 times a year, which represents a minimum of 208 
to a maximum of 2,080 trips per year. 

● 73 people indicate they use this trail 11-20 times per year for a minimum number of trips of 
803 to a maximum of 1,460 trips per annum. 

● 39 people indicate they use this trail 21-50 times per year for a minimum number of trips 
equaling 819 to a maximum of 1,950 trips per year. 

● 25 people indicate they use this trail more than 50 times per year for a minimum number of 
trips of 1,250. 

 
As a result, a minimum number of trips per year on the K and P Trail could be stated as 3,080. A 
maximum estimate based upon the survey is in excess of 6,740 trips per year. 
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Iii. Renfrew County Forest Trails Use 

● 170 people indicate they use this trail 1-10 times a year, that represents a minimum of 170 to 
a maximum of 1,700 trips per year. 

● 55 people indicate they use this trail 11-20 times per year for a minimum number of trips of 
605 to a maximum of 1,100 trips per annum. 

● 38 people indicate they use this trail 21-50 times per year for a minimum number of trips 
equaling 651 to a maximum of 1,900 trips per year. 

● 40 people indicate they use this trail more than 50 times per year for a minimum number of 
trips of 2,000. 

 
As a result, a minimum number of trips per year on the Renfrew County Forest Trails could be stated 
as 3,426. A maximum estimate based upon the survey is in excess of 6,700 trips per year. 

 
Over the entire Renfrew County Trail environment the survey indicates a minimum of 13,435 trail trips 
to a maximum in excess of 20,338 trail trips per year. Based on 525 respondents for an average 
number of trips of 39 per person per year. 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: John Butler Photography 



13 

 

 

13. What other Renfrew County trails do you use? Please list up to 3 in order of most to least 
use.  
14. 525 responses 

 
● 307 respondents supplied at least 3 other trails or trail types that they used in addition to the 

OVRT/Algonquin or Renfrew County Forest Trails. 
● 205 respondents replied that they use no other trails in Renfrew County. 
● 43 respondents reported that they used OVRT/Algonquin Trail. 
● 34 respondents replied that they used other trails but they did not know the names of them, 

and or other non-area trails. 
● 116 trails by name or by type were identified: ATV, Beachburg, Calabogie, Snowmobile, Shaw 

Woods, Provincial Park and Crown Forest trails had multiple trails identified within the 
catchment, i.e. Snowmobiling Top and B for example. 

 
Responses by type - highest to least use mentioned 
Snowmobiling OFSC - 58 incl, G, B, North Renfrew, Missing Link, Top A, Top B, Top E, 103R. 101 24 22, 
E105A, B101A, E102, B, 101, 106, 106A, A100, A103, B101a, 127, 126 

ATV trails - 31, incl. Dacre, RCATV, OFATV, Nation Valley, Ottawa Valley ATV Club trails 
Forest Lea – 30 
Petawawa - 25, incl Terrace Trail, Research Forest, Centennial, Garrison, Fish Hatchery, Emerald Trail 
Roads - 22 incl. Unmanaged, ROW, logging, bush, gravel, Crown Land 
Beachburg County Forest - 18, incl. Lavallee Loop, Brewery and Forest 
Shaw Woods – 18 
Algonquin Park - 16 incl. Barron Canyon and Algonquin Pass 
BORCA trails other than County Forest - 16, incl. Algonquin Pass, Pappin, Lorne, Chuckamoon 
 
Calabogie - 14 incl. Ski, hiking, cycling 
 
Eagles Nest – 13 
Crown Land – 13 
Griffith – 11 
Greater Madawaska Trails – 10 
Pembroke - 10 incl. Waterfront, Emerald Necklace, Kiwanis Park, Terrace Park and PAXC 
Manitou Mountain – 8 
Private Property – 7 
 
Bennies - 5, incl. Bennies 2, and Bennies Corners, 2 
Grove in Arnprior – 5 
Ma-Te-Way Trail – 5 
Madawaska Valley Trail - 5, Incl 1- Almonte River and 2 –Sugarbush 
Provincial Parks Trails - 5 incl. Foy PP, and Petawawa PP 
Hydro Lines – 4 
RC Forest Trails – 4 
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CN Rail – 4 
Rail Bed - unidentified by name – 4 
Arnprìor - 3, to Renfrew, to Pakenham, to Almonte 
Deep River - 3, incl. 1 - Silverspoon, and 1 - The Four Season 
Golden Lake Area – 3 
Lake St. Pierre Dirt Bike Trails – 3 
Pakotina – 3 
Westmeath - 3, incl. Loop and PP 
Perth -2 
Black Bay – 2 
Alice Tract – 2 
Eastern Ontario – 2 
Egan Trail - 2, incl. 1- Geoheritage Trail 
Gatineau Park – 2 
Chalk River – 2 
 
Barry’s Bay/Wilno Area – 2 
McNamara Trail – 2 
Cobden - 2, incl. 1, Cobden Marsh Trail 
Pappin – 2 
Silver Spoon – 2 
Town of Renfrew Trails - 2, 1-Millennium 
Dacre Heights Trails – 1 
Chippior's Tract – 1 
Crazy Horse – 1 
Fraser Area Tracts – 1 
Horton Trail – 1 
“Gravel Guys" – 1 
Inspiration Trail – 1 
Driftwood Park Trails – 1 
Laurentian Valley Skating Trail – 1 
Loggers Loop – 1 
McNab/Braeside – 1 
Opeongo – 1 
Paugh Lake Trail – 1 
Blueberry Mountain – 1 
Bob Daze Trail – 1 
Bonnechere Falls – 1 
Petite Nation – 1 
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Bass Lake – 1 
Trans Canada Trail – 1 
Waban Lake – 1 

 

The greatest number of trails mentioned other than the OVRT/Algonquin, K & P Trail and Renfrew 
County Trails are snowmobiling at 58, followed by ATV at 31, and then Forest Lea cross-country ski, 
hike, mountain bike, snowshoe at 30. 

 
These are the top 3 responses as to other trails that people use in Renfrew County. It is important to 
note that the survey caught a large number of other trails that respondents were aware of and used. 

 
When summed to the OVRT/A, K and P and RCF, this leaves a strong impression that approximately 
60% of survey respondents are aware of at least 6 trails each, and that they are aware through use. 
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15. Please tell us about your trail trips.  
16.  
17. 525 responses. 

 
 

 
Duration of Trip 

 
The survey tells us that 41.5% percent of all trips on Renfrew County Trails are day trips. 17% of trips 
are overnight. 23% are 4-8 hour trips, 22.5% are 0-4 hour trips and 8.6% are 2 or more days. 
So people using the trail tend to use it for single or partial day use, 87% of the time. This is a strong 
indicator of local use. 

 
25.6% of respondents indicate that they use the trail for an overnight 17% and a further 8.6% travel 
two or more days. With 25.6% of all users of the three trail systems staying overnight or more, this is a 
strong indicator that the trail is supported by trail tourism. In fact, 20.5% of trail users indicate that 
they are using Renfrew Trails to support hunting and fishing. 

 
Trip Distance 

 
Respondents indicate that they travel 51 or more kilometers on their trips 33.1% of the time, another 
31.4% of the time people are travelling 0-10 kilometers, 22.9% of people travel 11-20 kilometers and 
21.3% travel 21-50 kilometers. 

 
The long distance trips are likely including the overnight stays, the shorter duration trip of 0-10 
kilometers are local use. The 11-50 kilometer trips are most likely cycling. 
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18. Estimated number of multi-day trips per season.  
19. 525 responses 

 
235 respondents indicate they do not do multi day trips = 235 trips 
39 people indicate they do 1 multi-day trip per year = 39 trips 
65 people indicate they do 2 multi-day trips per year = 65 x 2 =130 trips 
30 people indicate they do 3 multi-day trips per year = 90 x 2 = 180 trips 
33 people indicate they do 4 multi-day trips per year = 132 x 2 = 264 trips 
15 people indicate they do 5 multi-day trips per year = 75 x 2 = 150 trips 
25 people indicate they do 1-5 multi-day trips per year = 62.5 x 2 = 125 trips 
6 people indicate they do 6 multi-day trips per year = 36 x 2 = 72 trips 
2 people indicate they do 7 multi-day trips per year = 14 x 2 = 28 trips 
2 people indicate they do 8 multi-day trips per year = 16 x 2 = 32 trips 
18 people indicate they do 10 multi-day trips per year = 180 x 2 = 360 trips 
3 people indicate they do 12 multi-day trips per year = 36 x 2 = 72 trips 
1 person indicates they do 14 multi-day trips per year = 14 x 2 = 28 trips 
4 people indicate they do 15 multi-day trips per year = 60 x 2 = 120 trips 
1 person indicates they do 16 multi-day trips per year = 16 x 2 = 32 trips 
3 people indicate they do 18 multi-day trips per year = 54 x 2 = 108 trips 
17 people indicate they do 20 multi-day trips per year = 340 x 2 = 680 trips 
6 people indicate they do 10-20 multi-day trips per year = 90 x 2 = 180 trips 
1 person indicates they do 30 multi-day trips per year = 30 x 2 = 60 trips 
2 people indicate they do 50 multi-day trips per year = 100 x 2 = 200 trips 
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1 person indicates they do 120 multi-day trips per year = 120 x 2 = 240 trips 
1 person indicates they do 150 multi-day trips per year = 150 x 2 = 300 trips 

2 People indicate they do 200 multi-day trips per year. (may exceed the total number of days in a 
year). 
11 no target, just use a lot. = 11 x 2 for 22 trips. 

 
In sum, a low estimate (only counted 2 days as a minimum duration of a multi-day trip) of the number 
of trips, by the 486 respondents, on Renfrew County Trails would be 3,657 trips. 
 
 
 
 
20. Estimated average expenditures per trail trip. 

 
142 people indicate they spend 0, x 51 multiple day or singe day trips = 0 
7 people indicate they spend $1, x 23 multiple trips = $23.00 
3 people indicate they spend $2, x 21 multiple trips = $42.00 
3 people indicate they spend $3, x 14 multiple trips = $42.00 
1 person indicates they spend $4, x 2 multiple trips = $8.00 
6 people indicate they spend $5, x 20 multiple trips = $100.00 
1 person indicates they spend $7, x 3 multiple trips = $21.00 
17 people indicate they spend $10, x 24 multiple trips = $240.00 
17 people indicate they spend $20, x single trips = $20.00 x 17 = $340.00 
9 people indicate they spend $25, x 20 multiple trips = $500 
25 people indicate they spend $30, x 11 multiple trips = $330.00 
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2 people indicate they spend $35, x 2 single trips = $70 
17 people indicate they spend $40, x 123 multiple trips = $4,920 
30 people indicate they spend $50, x 84 multiple trips = $4,200 + (11 single trips = $550) = $4,750 
5 people indicate they spend $60, x 47 multiple trips = $4,620 
5 people indicate they spend $75, x 16 multiple trips = $5,955 + (2 single trips = $150) = $6,105 
5 people indicate they spend $80, x 13 multiple trips = $5,200 (1 single trips = $80) = $5,280 
1 person indicates they spend $90, x 1 multiple trip = $90.00 
76 people indicate they spend $100, x 169 multiple trips = $16,900 + (28 single trips = $2,800) = 
$19,700 
3 people indicate they spend $120 per trip x 22 trips = $2,640 
1 person indicates they spend $125 for one trip = $125 
13 people indicate they spend $150 per trip x 83 trips = $12,450 
21 people indicate they spend $200 per trip x 82 trips = $16,400 
5 people indicate they spend $250 x 21 trips = $5,250 
10 people indicate they spend $300 x 60 trips = $18,000 
2 people indicate they spend $350 x 12 multiple trips = $4,200  
4 people indicate they spend $400 x 14 multiple trips = $5,600 
1 person indicates they spend $425 = $425 
2 people indicate they spend $450 on 6 multiple trips = $2,700 
16 people indicate they spend $500 on 56 multiple trips = $28,500 
2 people indicate they spend $600 on 14 multiple trips = $8,400 
2 people indicate they spend $800 on 4 multiple trips= $3,200 
1 person indicates they spend $900 on 2 multiple trips = $1,800 
4 people indicate they spend $1,000 on 18 multiple trips = $18,000 
2 people indicate they spend $2,000 on 18 multiple trips = $36,000 

 
The survey indicates the 319 people reporting spending money on their trail trips. They spent 
$215,071 on 1,202 reported trips of single or a minimum of 1 day. Therefore, a minimum estimate would 
be an average expenditure of $178.93 per trip per person. 
 
 
 
21. If you purchase a trail pass/permit, or pay for parking or an access fee when you are on a 
Renfrew County trail, how much do you spend per year? 
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Moving from highest individual expenditure to lowest shows that 

● 11 respondents indicate they spend more than $800 per year for a minimum total of $8,800 
● 24 respondents indicate they spend between $401-$800 per year on fees for trail use. This is 

a minimum of $8,820 to a maximum of $19,200. 
● 98 people (18.7%) spend $201-$400 per year on fees for trail use. This is a minimum of 

$19,968 to a maximum of $36,200. 
● 119 people (22.5%) spend $101-$200 per year on fees for trail use. This is a minimum of 

$12,118 to a maximum of $23,800. 
● 31 respondents indicate they spend between $51-$100. This represents a minimum of $1,581 

to a maximum of $3,100. 
● 179 people (31.4%) spend less than $50 per year on fees for trail use. This is an estimated 

total of $5,950. 
● 57 people indicate they do not purchase a permit or pass or fund. 

 
The survey indicates a minimum expenditure by the 468 people of $48,437 or $103.50 per person per 
year. The survey indicates a maximum expenditure by the 468 people of $97,050 or $207.37 per 
person per year. 
 
 
 

22. There are many trail benefits. Which of these benefits apply to you by using Renfrew 
County trails?  

 
The survey asked respondents to report on the additional benefits they think accrue to them by 
having Renfrew County Trails. The benefits of the trail are, Accessibility, Availability, Covid 
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Decompress, Camping or Backcountry access, Ecological benefits, Benefits for Family, Health and 
Wellbeing, Hunting or Fishing Access, Hyperlocal Use, Life/Living Choice, Staycation Opportunity, or 
for use as a Tourism Choice. 

 
The respondents indicate that the benefits of the trail that matter most are: 

1. Availability of the Trail 
2. Health and Well-Being 
3. Family 
4. Life Living Choice 
5. Accessibility 
6. COVID Decompress 
7. Staycation 
8. Tourism Choice 
9. Ecological 
10. Camping or Backcountry 
11. Hunting or Fishing 
12. Hyperlocal 
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The Availability of the Trail is the most important value to the respondents. The top 6 identified 
benefits of the trails are all about quality of life impacts. There is a correlation between trail availability, 
people’s health and well-being, and that there are life and living impacts that people value and are 
able to express by having trails. 

 
The positive impacts of the trails are also expressed through the valuation of the trails in COVID 
Decompress reporting. Clearly, the local value of trails is reported in the top 50% of response 
categories, the value of the trail to the economy and travel activity make up 50%, but the lesser 50%. 
Therefore, the local value of the trail offers a tourism product that supports the local use. 
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23. There are a wide range of support groups that make trails available to the public. Do you 
use any of these to plan your trail activity or when you go for your trail trip? 

 
Total Number of Responses ranked highest to lowest used support service. 

 
 

 
 

● Food - this is the largest single volume of retail purchases at 372 (70.9%) respondents 
reporting the purchased food. 

● Fuel - this is the second largest volume of retail purchases at 336 (64%) respondents 
reporting they purchase fuel. 

● Accommodation - 170 respondents report using accommodation in support of their trail tips. 
● Merchandise Support - 25 respondents indicate they rent equipment for their trail trips, a 

further 124 indicate that they purchase equipment for their trip, 87 purchase camping gear or 
supplies and 104 trail users supported a local bike shop. Lastly, 164 people went to a Retail 
Outlet for supplies of some sort. This is 524 of 2058, or 25 of all answers. 

● Repair - 104 people went to a bike shop, another 104 went to a repair shop, and this is 208 trips. 
● Information - 186 (35%) people use a club, 104 use a bike shop, 88 use a tourism association, 

82 use a map or map company, 69 use an outfitter and 20 a tour operator for support.  This 
category represents 529 uses of this type of services. 

 
 
 

Total Number of Responses ranked as a percentage of all services used highest to 
lowest used by support service. 
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Therefore, the survey reports 2,058 trips to a support service against a total of 3,657 trail trips. 

This means that more than 56.7% of the time a person takes a trail trip in Renfrew they are also using 
a support service. Nearly 71% of the time they purchase food, 64% of the time they purchase fuel, 
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35% of the time they support a club and 32% of the time they use accommodation. 
 
 
SUMMARY 

 
The 3 trails surveyed; the Ottawa Valley Recreational Trail/Algonquin Trail, K and P Trail and the 
Renfrew County Forest     trails are a multi-season trail system. Used in the majority by men, but not 
exclusively so. 

 
The survey shows that most, 460 (87.6%) of respondents use the Ottawa Valley Recreational 
Trail/Algonquin Trail, followed by 342 (65.1%) using the K and P Trail. Nearly 300 (60%) also use the 
Renfrew County Forest trails. 

 
The survey discovered that overall the respondents are aware of 61 different trails or trail systems in 
the County, and that they are aware of over 31 clubs and organizations that support their trail 
activities. 

 
The community understands and appreciates the community health, economic and community benefit 
the trails provides. With an overwhelming number of respondents indicating that they appreciate the 
availability of the trails the most. Significantly, 72.1% of all users are 41 or older and this population 
demographic has both the time and the dollars to spend on trail use and trail support through tourism. 

 
The majority of respondents identified as being within 60 kilometers of some point of the trail. 41.5% 
of all trips on the trail are day trips, with 44.5% of those trips lasting between 0-8 hours. Another 17% 
of trail trips are overnight trips. 

 
Over the entire Renfrew County Trail environment the survey indicates a minimum of 13,435 trail trips 
to a maximum in excess of 20,338 trail trips per year. Based on 525 respondents for an average 
number of trips of 39 per person per year. 

 
Additionally, the survey indicates a minimum expenditure on passes or permits by the 468 people of 
$48,437 or $103.50 per person per year. The survey indicates a maximum expenditure by the 468 
people of $97,050 or $207.37 per person per year. 

 
The survey indicates the 319 people reporting spending money on their trail trips. They spent 
$215,071 on 1,202 reported trips of single or a minimum of 1 multiple days. Therefore, a minimum 
estimate would be an average expenditure of $178.93 per trip per person. 

 
While the survey does not track dollar expenditures at services related to trails, 74% of trail users 
purchase food, 64% purchase fuel, 35% support a club and 25% use some form of retail, with 10% 
using a repair service. 

 
So in trying to determine a valuation of expenditures on the trails we know: 

 
● A minimum pass/permit expenditure on average is $103.50 and the minimum trip expenditure 

is $178.93 for a total $281.43. The survey reports a minimum of 13,435 trail trips for a total 
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minimum trail use economy of $3,775,235.00 

● We believe the number of trail trips taken to be underreported. This is because the sample of 
525 is only .006% of the population of 88,512 in Renfrew County. Additionally, we used a 
factor of 2 days maximum for all multi day trips, which in some cases could be much larger 
than 2 days. Therefore, it is not unreasonable to use the maximum number of trail trips as 
20,338, which creates a Renfrew Trail Use economy of $5,723,723.00 per year. 

 
In closing, more accurate counting of the number of trail trips, perhaps even at every trail would 
enable a better overall assessment of the full expenditure on Renfrew County Trails. 
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