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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Purpose of the Study

The Town of Orangeville commissioned a Trails Master Plan Study in 2007 to guide future recreational trail
development in the Town. The development of trails is fully supported in the Town’s Strategic Plan., and a Council
appointed Trailways Committee was re-established to provide advi ce on short and long-term trail development.
The Trails Plan has been developed with objectives for: improvements to trail access and connectivity throughout the
Town; encouragement of alternative transportation; enhanced recreational benefits; and promoting awareness and
use of existing trails. The end goal of the study is a comprehensive document th at will address route planning;
municipal policies; trail standards; and the
development of a phasing and priorities plan.
For a municipality of its size, the Town of
Orangeville has a well-developed and enviable
urban trail network, with over 8.5 km of trail
within community parks, natural areas and
creek valleys. The system is best developed
within the new areas of the Town, in particular
the south-west, where trails, parks and open
space lands have been planned together.
There are also several trail segments
developed on the east side of Town in
association with open space lands along the
Hwy 10 corridor, including the addition of the
George Douglas Way trail in 2006, through
Mill Creek Trail
Rotary Park. Several key segments of the trail
system have been developed through collaboration with the Trailways Committee and community volunteers, utilizing
municipal funds, grants, sponsorship and fundraising.
The municipality has mapped a system of trails both existing and future planned, as well as a number of road-based
routes which serve as both cycling routes and as interim connecting trails.
1.2

Study Process

The study was conducted as a two-phase process, commencing in late October 2007, and concluding in May 2008.
Key tasks within the study process are outlined below. An interim report was issued at the conclusion of Phase 1.
This report represents a summary of the work completed in both phases.
Phase 1 – Inventory and Analysis
• Project start-up Meeting, field investigations, and review of background information
• Public Consultation Session #1 – Stakeholder Workshop
• Phase 1 Summary Report: Community Profile; Trends & Benefits Assessment; Trail Inventory & Analysis;
Mapping of Trails Opportunities and Potentials
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Phase 2 – Trails Master Plan
• Preparation of Trails Concept Plan & Preliminary Guidelines and Standards
• Review Meeting with Trailway Advisory Committee
• Public Consultation Session #2 - Public Information Session /Open House
• Development of Implementation Strategy & Draft Master Plan
• Review Meeting with Trailway Advisory Committee
• Master Plan Refinement and Submission
• Presentation to Council

Cycling on Ridell Road

Tow n of Orangeville Trails Master Plan

2

2.0

RECREATION AND LEISURE TRENDS

2.1

Community Profile of Orangeville

In trails and recreation planning, it is important to first understand the current and projected population and
community profile of the Town, in order to predict the recreation and leisure preferences that are tied to specific
demographics and age cohorts.
As one of the major urban centres within the County of Dufferin, the Town of Orangeville is considered to service a
population of over 90,000. Statistics Canada reports that the 2006 population of Orangeville was approximately
26,925 persons, an increase of approximately 6.6% over the Town’s 2001 population of 25,248.
In 2006 the median age in Orangevill e was 35 which is slightly younger than Ontario as a whole at 391. This is likely
due to new family-oriented housing that has been developed in Orangeville in recent years. Consequently, youth and
families continue to be an important segment of the Town’s population in planning for recreation needs.
Notwithstanding this, the percentage of Orangeville residents in 2006 over the age of 45 is approximately 33% of
the overall population, up from approximately 28% in 2001. Along with the rest of Ontario, this a ge segment is likely
to continue to grow as the Town builds-out.
2.2

Demographics and Interests

Studies have shown that age is a key factor in how people are likely to spend their income and their time. Reflective
of general aging trends across Canada, an increasing percentage of Ontario’s population is the so-called ‘baby
boomer’ generation, in Canada born between 1946 and 1964. With typically more leisure time on hand, and
retirement anticipated or achieved, this age cohort is viewed as one that is incr easingly more active, and seeking to
stay healthy through recreational pursuits. They are generally considered to be one of the highest users of trails.
In a survey of Canadians undertaken in 2005, the types of activities that are supported by trails rank highest
amongst adult users aged 45 to 65. In fact, walking was ranked as the top physical activity for both men and
women, with seven in ten (71%) of all adults 20 years of age and older, reporting having undertaken it in the 3
months prior to the survey. Bicycling also ranked in the top 5 activities (20%) for all adults, exceeded only by
gardening (49%), home exercise (33%), and swimming (22%)2.
As well, of interest to Orangeville with its relatively young median age and stable youth population , the same study
identified that for youth under the age of 19, trails-supported activities - walking (66%), jogging, running (56%),
and bicycling (49%) were the top-ranked activities.3
In a 2006 survey, 71 percent of surveyed Canadians ranked “appreciation of the natural environment” over issues
of employment and national security. The same study found that these views are strongest amongst adults aged 44
65 and that the degree of support for the environment increased with levels of education4.
1 2006 Community Profiles, Statistics Canada
2 Statistics Canada (2005) Canadian Community Health Survey.
3 , Statistics Canada (2005) Canadian Community Health Survey.
4 R.A.L Consulting Ltd. (2005) Demographic Trends in Ontario.
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As well, as the population of Ontario ages, it is anticipated that there will be a shift away from participation in more
strenuous outdoor activities such as team -based sports and skiing, toward more passive pursuits. This combination
of factors suggests that in the future, an aging baby boomer cohort nearing retirement will be strong supporters of
environmental conservation, and of initiatives such as trails that combine nature-based recreation and stewardship
activities.
David K. Foot, economist and author of the widely-read
‘Boom, Bust and Echo’ and ‘Boom, Bust and Echo,
2000’ notes:
“Even with the impacts of the echo generation, Canada
probably has all the football fields, squash courts and
volleyball courts it needs. If funds are available for new
facilities, they should be devoted to walking trails,
curling rinks and swimming pools for recreational
swimming, because an older population continues to
engage in these activities.

East entrance to Credit Meadows Trail
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As a majority of the population moves from activities
like tennis and spectator sports to ones like walking and
birding, the movement to make the countryside more
accessible will intensify."
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3.0

BENEFITS OF TRAILS

ACTIVE2010 is the Province’s strategy to increase levels of physical activity among Ontarians for personal health
benefits, and to reduce overall health care costs. The Ontario Trails Strategy is a long-term plan prepared in 2006
as part of the Active 2010 Strategy. It establishes strategic directions to assist in the planning, management,
promotion, and use of trails in Ontario, an d was developed in collaboration with other Provincial ministries and a
wide range of stakeholders.
The Ontario Trails Strategy identifies a number of potential benefits to communities that can be realized through
trails and trail-related activities. These include:
3.1

Support for Active Living
•
•

•

3.2

Having access to trails encourages an active lifestyle. Health benefits are afforded to a wide range of users
including the physically active as well as the elderly, children and youth, and persons with disabilities.
With many urban residents experiencing increasingly busy lives, they are more encouraged to seek fitness
opportunities through access to unstructured recreation activities, such as walking, cycling and jogging, all of
which are well suited to outdoor trails.
As an example, 30 minutes of brisk daily walking is all that is needed for improved fitness levels, and health
benefits.5
Social Benefits

•

•

•
•

•
•

Trails can help build the social fabric of a community, physically connecting neighbourhoods and outlying
communities together, and encouraging casual interactions. The Town of Orangeville trail system has been
developed to date as a collaborative effort with community volunteers and local sponsors. The Hills of
Headwaters Communities in Action initiative is promoting the strengthening of ties between communities for
the purposes of Community Health: Economic Prosperity; and Environmental Well -being. Key to this program
is the development of a Headwaters Trails Network that will build on a well -developed framework of local and
regional trails.
By linking shopping, entertainment, workplaces, and parks, trails can help to structure compact
neighbourhoods that promote alternative transportation, and contribute to economically and environmentally
sustainable, and liveable communities. In newer areas of Orangeville, trails such as the Mill Creek Trail are
providing this connectivity.
Trails offer low cost, unstructured recreation that can be enjoyed in solitude, by families, and as group
activities.
Trails are ava ilable to all ages and the associated activities (e.g., bird watching, walking, cycling, crosscountry skiing, etc.) can be relatively inexpensive in comparison to other recreation activities that have user
fees and/or require expensive equipment.
With appropriate design, most urban trails can be made physically accessible to a wide range of skills and
abilities.
Many trails can be used in all seasons, through a variety of activities.

5 Active Living 2010 – a program of the Government of Ontario
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•
•

3.3

Environmental Benefits
•
•
•

3.4

Trails offer leisurely opportunities to appreciate and enjoy nature, and the surrounding community.
Volunteerism and collaboration, which have been the underpinnings of trails development in Orangeville, and
across Ontario, strengthen community bonds and foster interaction and partnerships with business and
community organizations.

Trails support both urban and rural recreational lifestyles and can support broader environmental and
ecological objectives through the protection of greenspace corridors.
By rationalizing and re-routing random and inform al paths, trails can serve to keep users away from sensitive
environmental areas.
The use of trail maps and interpretive signage can help to enhance appreciation and awareness of ecology,
and promote stewardship.
Economic / Tourism Benefits
•

•

•

•

•

Wetland at Dragonfly Park
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As one of the most highly requested
recreational amenities, trails promote a high
quality of life for communities and indicate a
desirable place to both live and operate a
business.
Trails can be used to connect key
destinations such as natural parks, cultural
heri tage features, or other community
amenities and in doing so can encourage
visitation by both local residents and tourists.
Trails can create both direct jobs through
construction as well as indirect jobs, relating
to tourism and visitation. This might incl ude
restaurants, lodging, food and beverage and
other expenses.
Many trail users purchase local goods to
support their trail activities, e.g., mountain
bikes, jogging gear, hiking shoes, etc. These
purchases contribute to the local economy
through jobs and taxes.
Research has indicated that proximity to
trails contributes to real estate values, and
properties close to or adjacent to trails are
often highly marketable.
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4.0

TRAILS OPPORTUNITIES AND POTENTIALS

4.1

Trail Planning Principles

4.1.1

Town of Orangeville Strategic Plan

To guide future trails planning in the Town of Orangeville, it is important to have a series of principles. Trails
development in Orangeville is supported by priorities in the 2003 Strategic Plan.
Orangeville will sustain and indeed enhance its strong economic, community, cultural and environmental well-being
by focusing on the following key areas of importance:
•
•
•
•
•

4.1.2

Maintenance and enhancement of Orangeville’s overall quality of life and small town appeal
Protection of Orangeville’s heritage, cultural and natural environments
An approach to growth management that balances opportunities for residential and employment growth while
maintaining the community’s natural and historical character
Providing an economic development strategy that supports the retention and expansion of local businesses,
and seeks new opportunities
Development of an equitable, efficient and accountable municipal service delivery system, that allows for
regular public consultation.
Example of Trail Princip les

The Ontario Trails Strategy identifies a Vision, Goals and Values for the future of a trails network in Ontario, as
follows:
A world class system of diversified trails, planned and used in an environmentally responsible manner, that
enhances the health and prosperity of all Ontari ons.
A world class system: The trails community will work together effectively.
Diversified trails across Ontario: Trails in all parts of Ontario will meet the needs of varied users.
Environmentally responsible: Trails will be planned and used in a manner that preserves and appreciates the
environment.
Enhanced Quality of life: Trail use will help improve the health and prosperity of all Ontarions.
4.1.3

Principles for the Orangeville Trail System

At the November 22, 2007 workshop, participants were asked to consider the examples listed above, and to
describe a series of principles for the Town of Orangeville Trails Plan.
Many ideas from this exercise had common themes, and were suggested by several participants. The key thoughts
compiled from both individual and group workbooks have been assembled under a series of common principles
(refer to Appendix E for a full summary of comments).
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The Orangeville Trails System will be:
Planned: Trails will be considered an integral component of all community planning and development.
Connected: Trails will serve to connect the communities of Orangeville, both internally and externally, and
will link key destinations.
Diverse: The trail system will be designed to appeal to a wide r ange of users and interests.
Inspiring: Trails will promote and encourage use and enjoyment of the Town’s natural, cultural and
recreational features.
Accessible: The trail system will provide opportunities for four -season use, and will include a core ne twork
of trails that are accessible to people of all ages and abilities.
Safe and Inviting: Safety, security, and user comfort will be considered in the design and management of
the trail system.
Sustainable: The trail system will be developed and manage d in a manner that preserves the environment,
is financially responsible, and encourages opportunities for partnership and stewardship.
4.2

Existing Trails Inventory

4.2.1

Town of Orangeville Trail System

The Town of Orangeville can be viewed as histor ically being aligned along a central spine comprised of Broadway
Avenue, with key roads and neighbourhoods extending from it to the north and south. As the Town expanded to the
northwest and southwest new perimeter or ring
roads have been developed that circumvent the
downtown core and provide access to the new
communities. In these areas the creek valley
system provides a network of open space, which
together with new road development, have
afforded opportunities for the development of offroad trails. Although not yet signed as such, local
roads and sidewalks comprise interim or
connecting trails for cycling and walking between
the greenway trails.

Amelia Street looking North

The current trail system in Orangeville is comprised
of the following key trail segments (refer to Figure
1: Town of Orangeville Trailways Plan6).

6 Town of Orangeville map of existing and planned trails.
Inventory information derived from field investigations, and “Status of Orangeville Trailway System, June 2007” provided by the Town.
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East Entrance & Boardwalk Trail
• Located in Dragonfly Park, at the east entrance to the Town on open space lands south of Broadway Avenue,
east of Town Line.
• Comprises approx. 350m long, 2.5 m wide boardwalk through a cattail marsh, with interpretive pavilion and
rest stops.
• Accessed by gravel -surfaced trailway extending
along the road allowance from Town Line to a
parkette which marks the entrance to
Orangeville, and includes the flag,
commemorative plaque and landscaping.
• Ample parking is provided in a gravel lot located
to the south of the trail entrance, east side of
Town Line.
• Potential extension of this trail eastward from
Town Line along Mill Creek through the
downtown residential area is complicated due to
private land ownership.
Highway 10 / George Douglas Trail
• George Douglas Trail: 2.5 m wide granular
surfaced trail extending approximately 650m
from Rotary Park (Second Ave.) to Fourth
Avenue.
• Constructed in 2006 and includes a trailhead
with rest stop and signage in Rotary Park.
• Hwy 10 Trail: Continues north from Fourth
Avenue to the court at the east end of Hansen
Blvd. as a 2.5m wide paved trail, located in open Dragonfly Park
space lands adjacent to Highway 10, behind
commercial businesses and plazas.
• Currently links along the road edge to the intersection of Hansen Road and First Street, with future
opportunities through new development to extend it westward along Hansen Road.
Credit Meadows Trail (Monora Creek)
• Currently comprises three unconnected segments in the north area of Town, and utilizing portions of the
Monora Creek open space system.
• Bredin Parkway to Woodvale Court: Short paved trail, approx. 85m long and 2.5 m wide. This trail segment
could potentially link on the east to the Hansen Road Trail, and on the west to Amelia Street.
• Amelia Street to Blind Line: (across from Credit Meadows Elementary School): Granular-surfaced trail located
within the Monora Creek open space lands, and extending approximately 740 m.
• County Crescent to Pheasant Drive: Paved trail, approximately 550m long and 1.5m wide, located behind
houses.
• The latter two trails could potentially be linked together along Monora Creek through as yet undeveloped
residential lands, and could connect into the planned Humber College campus to the west.
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Mill Creek Trail
• Most extensive and connected segment of the Town trail system
following the Mill Creek open space lands, with connections into the
adjacent neighbourhoods.
• Diane Drive to C Line: Paved trail, approx. 2.5m wide extends along
south side of Broadway approx. 775m.
• C Line to Gooseberry Street: Paved trail approximately 470 m, 2.5 m
wide. Sidewalk connection to the Mill Creek trail section that begins
at Montgomery Blvd.
• Montgomery Blvd to Hunter Road: Follows Mill Creek open space, as
paved 2.5m wide trail, with pedestrian underpass at Ridell Road.
West of Ridell Road: Trail branches with connections to Hunter Road,
Fendley Park, and Colbourne Crescent. Total trail approximately 2.3
km.
• Alder Street Recreation Centre: Approx. 800 m of pave d trail
connecting the recreation centre to Elderberry Crc., Alder Street,
Montgomery Blvd.
Mill Creek
• Ridell Road: Extends southward approx. 580 m along the east side
of Ridell Road to Centennial Road.
• Entrance and directional signage is needed at a few key locations to link trail segments together.
Springbrook Trail
• Paved trail approx. 2.5 m wide, located on east side of C Line, extending approx. 1.1 km from Brenda Blvd.
to Century Drive.
• Planned extension northward along C Line to connect to Mill Creek Trail.
4 .2.2

Adjacent Recreation Areas

Island Lake Conservation Area
Island Lake Conservation Area is located east of Highway 10, with portions located in and to the north-east of the
Town of Orangeville boundary. Owned and managed by Credit Valley Conservation, the 332 hectares of conservation
lands protect the headwaters of the Credit and Nottawasaga Rivers, and include an extensive lake along with
wetlands, forest and meadow habitats.
The conservation area is open year -round and offers a range of outdoor rec reation activities, including picnicking,
fishing, and swimming. Approximately 5 kms of nature trails have been developed through the upland forest area for
hiking and cross-country skiing. In 2001, the first segment of the Vicki Barron Lakeside Trail opened with long-term
plans to circle Island Lake and connect into the Orangeville trail system. This granular surfaced trail offers easy
walking and cycling.
Monora Park
Monora Park is located north of the Orangeville urban area, west of Highway 10. The property includes
approximately 20 km of trails that are used as walking/hiking trails in the summer, and are groomed as cross 
country ski trails in winter for use by members of Mono Nordic Ski Club.
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Insert Figure 1 Existing Trails Plan
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4.3

Trail Planning Opportunities

The Town has been planning and successfully
building trails for a number of years in collaboration
with community volunteers, and has undertaken
studies to investigate and implement trail route
opportunities in association with new residential
development. With the guidance of the newly re
instated Trailway Advisory Committee, the Master
Plan represented an opportunity to assemble,
investigate and prioritize opportunities to extend the
current trail system. Areas of interest include the
completion of trail loops and segments that have
been initiated in new communities, improvements to
existing trails, and the development of new trail
sections or connecting links through areas of the
Town that currently have no access to trails.

George Douglas Way

Through discussions with the Trailway Advisory Committee and the workshop held with interested stakeholders in
November 2007, a number of suggested opportunities for trails development put forth. These were further
considered and developed in the consideration and discussion during Phase 2 of the study .
Opportunities identified and discussed included (not in any order of priority):
• Developing new multi-use trails ; e.g. the Town’s proposed trails under consideration and other routes;
• Developing a perimeter trail system (around the urban area);
• Developing cycling routes , e.g. signed routes, bike lanes, paved shoulders;
• Improving signage on existing trails, e.g. wayfinding signs, interpretive signs, marking trail entrances at road
crossings;
• Marketing existing trails, e.g. a trails pamphlet with map;
• Re-surfacing existing trails , i.e. asphalt;
• Connecting to the regional trail network, e.g. Island Lake CA; Caledon / Grand Valley trails; Bruce Trail.
There was concurrence that all of these initiatives were important and suggestions were offered within all of the
categories. However it was also recognized that significant efforts have already been made toward trails
development in the Town and there will be competing interests for available funds. Therefore trails improvements
and new development will need to be phased.
Participants at the Trails Workshop were therefore asked to identify the top 3 priorities, considering the above noted
opportunities, and/or other initiatives that were considered important.
The top priority , reported by close to 50% of those responding, was ‘development of new-multi -use trails’, while
‘developing cycling routes’ and ‘improving signage’ on existing trails tied for second place.
A summary of the Workshop exercises and findings are provided as Appendix E.
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5.0

DESCRIPTION OF THE TRAIL SYSTEM

5.1

The Overall Trail System

There is already a substantial framework of trails in the Town of Orangeville which offers a diverse range of
experiences and provides access to a trail for residents in most areas of the Town. By infilling several key missing
links and developing a trail through the older downtown neighbourhood, a town-wide trail system is achievable that
will create trail loops for both North and South Orangeville. This primarily off-road sys tem will be centred on the
downtown link ing existing greenway and boulevard trails (those trails located in the boulevard adjacent to the road,
in lieu of sidewalks) together and providing access to key Town facilities and parkland.
The Primary Trail System is illustrated on Figure 2. The Primary Trail System is considered to be the 10 year Plan for
trails development in the Town of Orangeville.
Through the study process many other opportunities were identified for the creation of trail segments in both
existing and developing areas of the Town. Rather than lose sight of these opportunities, the Long-Term Potential
Trail Routes are illustrated and described in Appendix A. These trails are a longer term effort which should continue
to be investigated and implemented as opportunities arise, e.g. through new residential areas, or in collaboration
with CVC or the Town of Caledon.
The Orangeville Trails will comprise a hierarchy of trail types that are selected to be suited to types of use, location,
and environmental considerations. As a long-term objective, and as funding permits, a 2.5m asphalt surfaced trail
will comprise the Primary Trail System including the North and South Trail Loops, the ORDC trail, and boulevard trails
adjacent to roads. Notwithstanding that asphalt-surface is the Town’s current development standard, it is possible
that a granular surfaced trail may be developed as an initial phase of development, and surfaced at a later date with
asphalt. As well, there will be areas of the broader town-wide trail system where trails may be developed within
natural environment areas, and where a low -impact, granular surfaced or a natural -surfaced trail, or a boardwalk will
be more appropriate. These trails may be narrower in width.
Detailed design guidelines for a hierarchy of off-road, greenway trails and on -road cycling facilities are provided in
Appendix C.
5.2

The Primary Trail System

The main features of the Primary Trail System (Figure 2) are described in the following sections, with missing
segments noted (Refer to Map References).
5.2.1

Rail-with-Trail along the ORDC railway land

Orangeville has a unique situation and opportunity for trail development in the Orangeville-Brampton Railway
(OBRY), a 55-km section of the Owen Sound Subdivision that connects Orangeville to the Canadian Pacific Railway
(CPR) in Streetsville, Mississauga. The OBRY line is presently operated on an infrequent basis for the purposes of
delivering materials to local manufacturers. As well, OBRY operates a seasonal touri st excursion train, the ‘Credit
Valley Explorer’, originating from Inglewood Station in Caledon, and touring through the scenic Credit River Valley
and Headwaters countryside. At the time of the study initiation, the rail corridor was owned and managed by the

Tow n of Orangeville Trails Master Plan

13

Orangeville Railway Development Corporation (ORDC), a business corporation incorporated by the Town. The Town
has subsequently signed an agreement for sale of the rail line to a private investor group. The purchase agreement
includes the Town's continued access to the land adjoining the railway as a trail and utility corridor. The current uses
for freight service and passenger excursions are anticipated to continue with the new ownership.
While many decommissioned rail lines in
Ontario have been purch ased by local
municipalities and converted to trails, the
presence of the town -owned OBRY through
the centre of Orangeville’s downtown
provides the potential for a rail-with-trail,
where a trail co -exists parallel to an active
track, within the rail corridor right of way. A
central off-road trail through the downtown
area, where no trail system currently exists,
would complete trail loops for both North
and South Orangeville and is ideally situated
to be utilized by both residents and visitors
and a focal p oint for the Town.
The area from Dawson Road to Broadway
was examined by the Town in 2001 for the
feasibility of developing a trail along the
creek lands; however, a number of issues
concerning
land
ownership
and
consideration of the wetlands and floodlands
made this a complex undertaking, and the
trail has not proceeded. As an alternative, a
rail -with-trail has been proposed that will
extend along the rail line from the Railway
Station at Town Line to Broadway west of
Dawson Road.
Orangeville Brampto n Railway

As the area is compli cated by watercourses
that are located on both sides of the track through much of the route, a detailed assessment is required to confirm
the most feasible routing and design of the trail, in consultation with the rail operators. An initial review of the r ailway
right of way suggests that with some widening of the embankment there may be sufficient space for a 2.0 to 2.5
metre wide trail immediately adjacent to the track. Based on precedent examples of other trails on active, low-use
rail lines, a minimum separation of 1.0 to 1.5m between track and trail should be targeted; however, the
embankment in places does not currently support a trail corridor of this width, and some modifications would be
needed. Through some stretches there may be opportunities to locate the trail on the north side of the creek or
through adjacent public or private lands, thereby increasing the setback from the rail line. Due to the unknown future
of the rail line and its frequency of use, there should be as much separation between the rail line and trail as local
conditions permit. Some investigation of a trail on the lands south of the rail line between Centre Street and the spur
line (at Broadway) were undertaken in 2001 (report entitled Environmental Constraints for Trailway Routi ng,
Broadway to Center Street. Dougan & Associates, 2001).
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The ORDC trail will be comprised of the following key segments. Specific locations for the rail -trail, relative to the rail
line will need further investigation.
•
•
•
•
•

Town Line to Kay Cee Gardens (Map Reference 1a)
Bythia Street to Centre Street (Map Reference 1b)
Centre Street to Dawson Road (Map Reference 1c)
Dawson Road to Broadway (Map Reference 1d)
To complete the connection to the existing trail that extends westward, a new asphalt boulevard tra il
will be needed on the south side of Broadway for a distance of approximately 250m. (Map Reference
1e)

The ORDC trail will need to include warning signs on approach to, and stop signs at road crossings, as well as
warning signs at all trail entrances (i.e. all road crossings and at either end) identifying that it is an active rail line,
with infrequent but unscheduled service. Where the trail is closer to the track than the optimal distance, or
constrained by fencing along adjacent property lines, a barrier fence between track and trail may be considered.
This would serve to add to the comfort of users rather than as an actual safety barrier, and given the urban context
of the trail should be designed to consider aesthetics as well as functionality.
Notwithstanding a desire to
complete the entire trail route, a
suggested first phase for the railwith-trail is the development of a
trail between Bythia Street and
Dawson Street, a route which would
serve both the youth centre and
the Seniors Activity Centre. East of
Bythia Street, the trail would utilize
the existing path system and bridge
through KayCee Gardens.
The ORDC corridor extends north of
Broadway, and there is the
potential for the trail to eventually
continue further west and for a
connection to be made that would
ultimately link into the Humber
College lands.

Orangeville Brampton Railway and existing trail at Town Line

Examples of the success of rail -with-trail initiatives in other areas of Canada and the US are provided in Appendix B,
along with a summary of findings relating to design of protection bar riers and separation between the railway and
the trail.
5.2.2

Trail Loops in North and South Orangeville

Through the study consultation, a common element in the identification of opportunities was the extension of
existing trail segments to develop trail loops that will serve the North and South areas of Orangeville, and complete

Tow n of Orangeville Trails Master Plan

15

a trail network that will encircle the Town. A new trail along the ORDC line would effectively serve as the backbone of
both loops.
The following sections describe the trail loops, with key missing links that are needed to complete the network.
North Orangeville
Proposed Trail Loop: Extending from Broadway and Highway 10 area on the east, along the George Douglas Way
and Hwy 10 trails, connecting along Bredin Parkway to Amelia Street, then southward to connect to the existing
Credit Meadows Trail through the Monora Creek open space lands, then southward to Broadway and the ORDC rail
line.
Missing Links to be Completed:
•

Broadway to George Douglas Way (Map Reference 2) through the open space lands adjacent to Hwy 10.
Similar to Dragonfly Park, the feasibility and design of this section will need to be reviewed with Credit Valley
Conservation, in consideration of environmental constraints.

Trail from First Street to Credit Meadows Trail (Map References 3-6), with the following new segments:
•

•
•

•

Asphalt trail along Hansen Blvd., westward from First Street (Map Reference 3, to existing short greenway
trail segment (between Woodvale Court and Bredin Parkway) as the first link (continues as road / sidewalk
route to Amelia Street);
future westerly extension of the Hansen Blvd. trail within the greenway along Monora Creek (Map Reference
4) behind proposed development (Orangeville Highlands), connecting to Amelia Street;
Asphalt trail on east side of Amelia Street (Map Reference 5) from Hansen Blvd. to the Princess Elizabeth
Elementary / Orangeville District Secondary School campus (there is currently a sidewalk along part of this
route);
Extension of Credit Meadows Trail (Map Reference 6) westward from Blind Line through the creek valley open
space lands to connect into the future Humber College Campus.

South Orangeville
The south-west area is well-served by the Mill Creek trail system which extends into the downtown core, as well the
Sprin gbrook Trail that extends southward along C Line. However, connections to this trail system from other
residential areas in the south end of the Town would need to be made along streets at this time. Due to the built-up
nature of the area and lack of creek valley lands, the development of a fully off-road system is challenging.
The two railroad spur lines in this area were also noted as potential opportunities to link to the proposed ORDC trail
and provide connections to the employment lands, and are included in the Primary Trail System as other potential
rails-with-trails to improve off-road trail access through this area.
Proposed Trail Loop: Extending westward from Dragonfly Park, potentially connecting along Town Line as a
boulevard trail, or using the connecting road system to the Springbrook Trail and Mill Creek trail system, and linking
back through the downtown via a trail along the ORDC. An additional opportunity that is under consideration by the
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Town is the construction of a trail along Mill Cre ek on easements as part of a broader Mill Creek rehabilitation
strategy.
Missing Links t o be Completed:
•

•
•

5.2.3

Dragonfly Park to C-Line (Map Reference 7). To integrate this road-based portion of the South Orangeville
trail loop, confirmation and signing of a road-based cycling route is needed on local streets that connect
between Dragonfly Park (at Town Line) and the proposed ORDC trail, and then continuing to connect to the
trail on C Line, based on the routes illustrated in the Primary Trail System;
Development of an asphalt trail along C -Line, north from Brenda Boulevard to Broadway (Map Reference 8)
to complete existing trail (site plan near approval for a portion of this area), construction in 2008);
Development of an asphalt surfaced boulevard trail along Centennial Road from Springbrook Trail, C-Line to
Riddell Road (Map Reference 9).
On-Road Cycling Routes

The existing Town of Orangeville Trailways Plan includes a number of road-based routes identified as interim and
connecting trails that could serve to connect cyclists and pedestrians to the greenway trails, and create a continuous
looped trail system through areas where no greenway opportunities exist. Most confident cyclists will find their own
preferred routes around Town. However, some direction as to safer routes is advised for recreational cyclists who
are seeking the greenway trail system. It is anticipated that such routes will also be needed for the long term as
permanent bicycle routes that accommodate and encourage more cycling around Town.
Potential cycling routes were reviewed through the study process. The on -road routes identified on the Town’s
existing Trailways Plan were confirmed as potential connecting links to off-road trail segments and between
community destinations, within th e Primary Trail System (Figure 2).
To be an effective part of the recreational trail system, on-road bicycle routes should be signed to direct users to
the off-road trail system, and/or as suggested quiet cycling routes throughout Town. A trails brochure/map
identifying these routes would also be of assistance to cyclists. Review and confirmation of safe road conditions prior
to posting signs or releasing maps is recommended.
As well there are longer term opportunities to develop in-pavement cycling faci lities such as bike lanes throughout
the Town. Preliminary suggestions for such routes were identified through the study (refer to Appendix A: Long Term
Potential Trail Routes), and suggested guidelines for the development of cycling facilities are provided in the Trail
Development Guidelines provided as Appendix C. The Town is also committed to the establishment of cycling routes
as part of its investigation of alternative transportation initiatives.
5.2.4

Enhancement of Existing Trails

Although all of the workshop participants were enthused by opportunities to develop new trails, it was also
suggested by some that the Town should build on the investment and trails work to date. It was noted that many
residents are not aware of the existing trails, and th at some effort should be placed on the identification and
marketing of the trail system through improved signage at trail entrances, directional signage along connecting
interim routes and at road crossings directing users to the greenway trails, and a tra il brochure and map to serve as
a guide about Town.
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As well, improving accessibility of the trails for use by those with disabilities, the elderly, and parents with strollers,
was raised as an issue, as there are both paved and unpaved trails in the Town, some of which are directly
connected. The need to ensure that trail users feel safe was also noted. In particular the Highway 10 trail behind
Canadian Tire was identified as an area of some concern due to its isolated location.
Suggested areas of improvement to existing trails, as part of the overall objective for completing/enhancing the
North and South trail loops are:
Dragonfly Park – paving of the entrance trail extending to the landscaped memorial area. This is an existing short
trail loop located close to parking, and with well-designed amenities. The boardwalk section of this trail is currently
accessible, and paving of the existing trail would provide a complete circuit of accessible trail, in a natural
environment setting, close to the downtown.
George Douglas Way - paving of trail surface to be consistent with the trail to the north .
Credit Meadows Trail (Amelia Street to Blind Line) – paving of trail surface (if environmental considerations permit).
Hwy. 10 Trail (behind Canadian Tire) - better lighting, garbage removal, better policing to reduce vandalism /
loitering, and encourage use .
As the primary interest and highest priority at present is in making new trails development such as the ORDC trail,
these types of improvements to existing trails may be longer -term or special projects for which additional funding,
grants or fund -raising is sought.
5.2.5

External Trail Connections

Although enhancement of the existing town trail system was a clear priority for the workshop participants,
opportu nities for connection into adjacent recreation area and the regional trail network were also noted and
discussed. The following trail initiatives were identified as of most immediate interest and value to completing the
Primary Trail System within the Town of Orangeville.
•
•

•

•

5.3

creating a link into Island Lake Conservation Area (Map Reference 10) from Hwy 10 or First Street
intersection;
investigating urban design/landscape improvements to the intersection of Broadway and Highway 10
(Map Reference 11) to make it less intimidating for cyclists and pedestrians. These might include:
enhanced crosswalk markings, longer pedestrian lights, enlarged sidewalks or areas of decorative
pavement to serve as waiting areas, pedestrian light fixtures, shade trees;
in association with above, developing a better connection for the neighbourhood from east of Highway
10 (Map Reference 10) , including the potential for a trail connecting to the intersection south of the
hospital;
developing a connection into the Monora Park (Map Reference 12) trail network.
Recommendations for Implementing the Trail System Plan

In addition to the physical trail development and improvement initiatives described above, the following are key
recommendations for facilitating the implementation of the Primary Trail System.
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5.3.1

Trails Planning & Design
•

Notwithstanding priorities that may be established for the trails development capital budget, the Town
should continue ongoing dialogue/ investigation of all potential trail initiatives in association with new
development areas.

•

To ensure that trails planning is effective and consistent with community objectives and the intent of the
Trails Master Plan, the Town should seek early and ongoing input from the Trails Advisory Committee and
the public on trails planning at the earliest stages of site plan approvals.

•

Ensure that trail opportunities and plans are identified in community master plans and sales information
to inform homebuyers, and to facilitate later implementation of trail development.

•

All development projects will need to be preceded by feasibility and technical design, including the
potential for Environmental Impact Studies for lands with environmental constraints.

•

Within the suggested trail hierarchy, trails should be designed to a consistent set of standards (refer to
Appendix C for suggested trail types and guidelines) and initial budgets and fundraising for development
should consider needed amenities and appurtenances including signage, rest areas, trailheads.

5.3.2

Maintenance / Monitoring
•

Trails development should be accompanied by a corresponding increase in funds for annual
maintenance. In addition to routine maintenance such as garbage removal, surface repair, and
replacement of lights (where applicable, it will be important to undertake periodic assessment of trail
conditions to identify and rectify potential safety hazards and to monitor potential environmental impacts
from trail usage).

•

Trails may not be cleared in the winter; however, winter use of trails should be considered and
maintaining access to the trails from parking areas and roadways should be considered in the
identification of areas for snow dumping. As well, boulevard trails that serve as sidewalks should be
considered for clearing as they may be located in areas without adjacent landowners to be responsible.

•

Signs should be placed at the entrance to trails that are not cleared of snow, warning of the inherent
risks of such hazards as slippery conditions. As well trails adjacent to creek systems should have signs
warning of the potential for flooding or washouts.

•

A suggested annual program of Maintenance Activities for a range of trails is provided in Appendix D.

5.3.3

Establishing Priorities

Over the long term when establishing priorities for new trail construction or improvements there are a number of
factors that should be considered, including (in no order of priority):
•
•
•

visibility and profile of the trail segment;
status of approvals and ease of construction;
public and political support;
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•
•
•
•

5.3.4

contribution to existin g route connectivity;
available capital budgets;
external partnerships and funding opportunities, such as grant programs; and,
timing of new development or road improvements.
Funding

•

Not for profit community organizations have access to other sour ces such as government or foundation
grants or corporate funds that are not available directly to municipalities, and the continued involvement
of local trail organizations and enthusiasts in trails development should be encouraged.

•

Most available programs require some co-payment from the municipality, and grants typically serve to
boost, rather than replace municipal contributions. As this is a 10-year plan and grant opportunities
change on a frequent basis, The Trails Advisory Committee (or a sub-committee) working with Town staff
could assist in reviewing potential government and foundation grants programs and developing a
strategic approach to accessing external funds and engaging potential sponsors.

See descriptions on current programs under the section Potential Funding Sources .
5.3.5

Marketing and Promotion
•

Develop a trails map/brochure and web materials for marketing of the existing trail system, with periodic
updates as major trails initiatives are accomplished;

•

Update the ‘Buy-a-Metre’ Trail Campaign brochure/donation form to promote new trail building projects;

•

Develop/implement activities to promote use and awareness of trails, or as fundraisers for special
projects, e.g.:
- Seasonal or regular guided bird watching / nature hikes;
- Cultural/histo rical walks;
- Fitness events / marathons / triathlons;
- Carnivals / children’s fairs;
- Bicycle safety rodeos;
- Trail / creek clean -ups;
- Cross-marketing with other trail providers such as CVC, or health/recreation related businesses.
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6.0

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY

6.1

Priorities and Phasing

The Primary Trail System Plan is proposed as a 10-year plan with phased implementation of the following key
elements.
The focus of capital funds for trails development initiatives, in the proposed order of priority, are the following
initiatives:
•

Developing a new multi -use trail along the ORDC right of way through the downtown (adjacent to the tracks) as a
primary connection and destination for residents and visitors;

•

Completing trail loops in North and South Orangeville, as described in the Primary Trail System to connect
existing trail segments with new boulevard and greenway trails. Some of these trails are expected to proceed in
tandem with new development and, therefore, may occur out of sequence with identified priorities;

•

Developing adjacent connections to: Island Lake Conservation Area, Monora Park and Humber College campus
(when built), and creating a trail or connection to the neighbourhood east of Hwy. 10.

Other initiatives identified within the 10-year plan, and which may be funded from sources other than the trails
development capital budget include:
•

Identification and signing of cycling /walking routes that complete the trail loops;

•

Developing a trails map/brochure for marketing of the existing trail system, with periodic updates as major trails
initiatives are accomplished;

•

Improvements to signage on the existing trail system, as needed, e.g. directional, trail entrance marking. As this
is an ongoing matter, a small annual budget should be considered to address this need.

•

Investigation of urban design/landscape improvements to the intersection of Hwy. 10 and Broadway to improve
pedestrian/cyclist comfort;

•

Re-surfacing of selected granular trails to asphalt.

Specific initiatives and timing for specific projects are identified in Table 1: 10-Year Implementation Plan under
categories of Trails Planning & Design, Trails Development, Trails Improvements, and Marketing and Promotion.
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6.2

Project Costs

6.2.1

Capital Projects

Table 1: 10-Year Implementation Plan also identifies a target year and estimated project costs to assist the Town in
its planning and budgeting, as well as for use in seeking alternative funding sources. The costs identified are highlevel and provided for budgetary purposes, and will need to be confirmed through a detailed design exercise. It is
assumed that all trail development will be accompanied by standard design and construction implementation
activities and the costs include an estimated 10% for design/engineering fees. Special projects requiring additional
feasibility studies and/or assessment due to environmental or other considerations are noted separately under
Planning & Design activities, with estimated fees for undertaking them.
Table 2: Summary of Unit Costs provides estimated unit costs (in 2008 dollars) that can be applied to any new
development project.
Notwithstanding the identified priorities and projected time-lines, it is understood that the allocation of funds for
trails development will need to be carefully balanced with other municipal capital projects and expenditures. The
Town should also continue to act on all opportunities for trails development as they arise, including negotiation of
easements, implementation through subdivision agreements, or utilizing volunteeri sm or partnership. Consequently,
some projects may be advanced ahead of others.
6.2.2

Operational Costs

Research into other multi-use trails in Ontario suggests that maintenance costs for trail segments within urban areas
are in the order of $1500 per km . per annum. These include trails in larger urban areas, and regional trails with
higher volumes of users (upwards of 500 users per day) such as the Georgian Trail and the Dundas Trail. Due to
lower usage, costs for trail maintenance may currently be lower in Orangeville. The costs include litter control,
garbage pick-up, and the maintenance of amenities, which may be located along the trail.
There is frequently discussion over whether granular-surfaced trails require higher or lower maintenance efforts t han
asphalt trails, when deciding to what standard to build trails. Investigations by other trail -builders indicate that the
routine maintenance costs are comparable for both types of surfacing. However in areas where trails may be
particularly vulnerable to flooding or washouts from nearby creeks, the cost of repairing granular -surfaced trails
suggests that asphalt may be less costly when averaged over the long-term. Notwithstanding this, the reduced
environmental impacts that are attributed to permeable surfaces should be considered when trail-building in natural
areas.

Tow n of Orangeville Trails Master Plan

22

Table 1: 10-year Implementation Plan
INITIATIVE

ITEM

COST
IMPLICATION

A. YEARS 1-5 (2008 –2012)
* All costs to be determined through detailed design, assumes 10% design and engineering fees.
All distances are approximate. Map Reference corresponds to Figure 2.
Undertake a feasibility study / technical design for the development of a trail
along the ORDC corridor from Town Line to Broadway, and Broadway to C- $35,000
Line, including recommendations for location, construction, phasing, and
costs
ORDC Trail (2.5 m wide, asphalt with entrance /interpretive/road crossing signs, landscaping at
key locations, some creekbank retainment/filling of railway embankment required). Costs are
estimated on following rail alignment, and are subject to route analysis/detailed design.
• Town Line to Kay Cee Gardens (Map Reference 1a), entrance west side
$200,000
of Town Line (at Kay Cee Gardens follow existing trail to Blythia Street)
$100,000
• Bythia Street to Dawson Road (Map Reference 1b)
$80,000
• Centre Street to Dawson Road (Map Reference 1c)
$250,000 to
• Dawson Road to Broadway Range of options (Map Reference 1d)
Trails
$350,000
Development
South Orangeville
C-Line Trail – Complete from 60 C-Line to Broadway (400m) (Funds secured
$55,000
for new section past 60 C-Line) (Map Reference 8)
Develop an asphalt surfaced boulevard trail along Centennial Road from
$75,000
Springbrook Trail, C Line to Riddell Road (500m) ) (Map Reference 9)
North Orangeville
Asphalt trail from Hansen Blvd. to Credit Meadow Trail (500m)-potential for
approx. 150m of the trail to be paid for through development (Map Reference $75,000
5)
Identification/ signing of bicycle routes that form part of the Primary Trail
System i.e. Dragonfly Park at Town Line to the proposed ORDC trail ORDC trail $4,000
Trails
to C Line, (approx. 18 directional signs)
Improvements
Miscellaneous signs for existing trails, e.g. Entrance/Directional
$2,500
(allowance for 5 signs)
Develop trails map / brochure and web-based information on the trails system
for the Town’s web site
$5,000
Marketing &
Update
‘Buy
-a
Metre’
donation
form
for
fund-raising
for
ORDC
trail
Promotion
Develop / Implement seasonal trails activities to promote use and involvement Staff /
Volunteers
in trails building
$881,500 to
YEARS 1-5 (2008-2012) ESTIMATED COSTS
$981,500
Planning &
Design

*Funds secured through development plans
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Table 1: 10-year Implementation Plan
INITIATIVE

ITEM

COST
IMPLICATION

B. YEARS 6-10 (2013-2017 )

* All costs to be determined through detailed design, assumes 10% design and engineering fees.
All distances are approximate. Map References correspond to Figure 2.
Investigate need for / potential of signalized or other type of pedestrian crossing
on Amelia Street at Credit Meadows Trail
Investigate urban design/landscape improvements to the intersection of Hwy. 10
Planning &
and Broadway to improve pedestrian/cyclist comfort, including enhanced
Design
crosswalk markings, longer pedestrian lights, enlarged walkways/areas of
pavement for pedestrian zones. (Work with MTO)
Undertake a feasibility study / technical design for the trail section from Broadway
to the George Douglas Trail. Will likely require an Environmental Impact Study .
North Orangeville
Trail from First Street to Credit Meadows Trail as follows:
• Asphalt surfaced boulevard trail along Hansen Blvd ., west from First Street to
existing greenway trail segment (between Woodvale Court and Bredin
Parkway) (part of development plans) (Map Reference 3)
• Extension of the Hansen Blvd . trail, within the greenway along Monora Creek
behind proposed development (Orangeville Highlands), connecting to Amelia
Street (500m) (Map Reference 4)
• Extension of Credit Meadows Trail westward from Blind Line along open
Trails
space lands to connect into the future Humber College Campus, including
Development
signage, rest area (600m) Part of development plans. (Map Reference 6)
• Develop a trail through lands north of Hansen Blvd (granular surface), in
association with new development, and connecting via road links into the
Monora Park trail network (Map Reference 12)
• Develop a trail into Island Lake Conservation Area. Pote ntially shared cost
with CVC, Friends of Island Lake (Map Reference 10)
• Develop a boardwalk/trail from Broadway to the George Douglas Way trail
through open space lands, including signage, rest area (approx. 500m)
(Map Reference 11)
Asphalt surfacing of George Douglas Way trail (approx. 650 m)
Trails
Improvements Asphalt surfacing of trail (former roadway) into Dragonfly Park, from entrance to
memorial/ flag area, landscape improvements (approx. 300 m)
Update trails map / brochure and web site information
Marketing &
Update ‘Buy -a-Metre’ donation form for current fund-raising projects
Promotion
Develop/Implement trails activities to promote use and involvement
YEARS 6-10 (2013-2017) ESTIMATED COSTS
•

Staff costs

$15,000
$25,000

* Funds
secured
$75,000
$100,000
$140,000
TBD
Shared cost
$375, 000
$40,000
$35,000
$5,000
Staff
Volunteers
$810,000

Funds secured through development plans
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Table 2: Summary of Unit Costs

IMPROVEMENTS

WIDTH
(m)

UNIT

COSTS
$

Asphalt over existing gravel shoulder
(as part of road reconstruction)
Asphalt over existing gravel shoulder
(individual contract)

km

40,000.

km

75,000.

Surface treated existing gravel shoulder

km
ea
ea
ea
km

50,000.
110.
220.
25.
15,000.

km

15,000.

Trail Crossing Signs (Road)
Trail Distance Marker Signs
Regulatory Signs
Interpretive Sign
Trail Entrance Sign

l. m
l. m
l. m
l. m
ea
ea
ea
ea
ea

75.
125.
50.
625.
220.
100.
220.
1200.
500 to
800

Lockable Vehicular Barrier Gate
Armourstone blocks (e.g. for seating, retaining edges)
Trailhead Kiosk / Pavilion

ea
l. m
ea

2,500.
400.
$5,000 to
7,500.

Benches
Trash Receptacle (decorative)
Bike Rack

ea
ea
ea

1500.
1000.
800.

DESCRIPTION

Cycling Facilities
1.5
Shoulder Paving
(one side)

1.5
1.5

Cycling Route sign installed on existing post
Cycling Route sign installed on new post
Bicycle symbol on pavement
Bi-directional Bicycle Lane Line painting – 6 lines

Signs and
Pavement Markings

Off-Road Greenway / Boulevard Trails
1.25 to Wood chip / Natural Surface (Minimal tree removal,
Hiking Trail
1.5
includes understorey clearing and brushing)
Compacted limestone screenings
2.5
Asphalt
2.5
Multi-Use Path
Upgrade limestone screenings to Asphalt
2.5
Boardwalk
2.5

Signs and
Pavement Markings

Trailhead Amenities

N/A

N/A

Tow n of Orangeville Trails Master Plan

25

6.3

Potential Funding Sources

Primary sources of funding for municipal trails development are typical ly:
•
•
•
•
•

Capital Budgets;
Development contributions, e.g. development charges, site plan requirements;
Community fund -raising / corporate sponsorship / public donation programs;
Partnerships with other agencies providing leisure services, e.g. Conservation Aut hority;
Funding/grant programs.

It is expected that trails development in Orangeville will need to draw on any, and all, of these possibilities. They are
discussed in the following sections.
6.3.1

Capital Budgets

There are a range of trail initiatives that have been identified for the Town of Orangeville which are of interest to the
community, and which will compete for available trails development monies. Potential municipal sources of funds are:
•
•
•
•

6.3.2

Municipal capital budget, e.g. for new trails development, inc luding signs, trailheads, rest areas and other
amenities along the trail;
Maintenance & operations budgets, e.g., for signage replacement / improvements;
Economic development / marketing funds, e.g. for trail brochure;
Road improvements programs, e.g. for in-pavement cycling facilities and related infrastructure.
Development Contributions

In recent years, Orangeville has been pro-active in planning and acquiring new trails within open space lands in
association with new development. The success of this can be seen in the south -west area of Orangeville, in
particular. There are a currently a number of trail development projects comprised of new segments of trails that are
tied to new residential development, and which are pending approval, or for which funds have been secured. Key
projects that are tied to the completion of trail loops identified in the Primary Trail System are identified in the
section on Priorities and Phasing. All other current and future opportunities to acquire new trails in association with
new development should continue with a view to completing the town -wide trail network and providing all residential
areas with access to trails.
6.3.3

Community Fundraising / Corporate Sponsorship

Sponsors may include service groups, corpor ate donations or public donation programs such the Town’s Buy-aMetre Trail Campaign, which was initiated in 2000, and used in 2006 to support the development of the George
Douglas Way.
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Fundraising programs or events are potential sources of revenue for t rails development; however, at any given time
there may be competing interests for donations from the general public, including other recreational facilities,
hospital needs, etc. As well fundraising takes a significant amount of work and depending on the cost of the event
may not be as profitable as hoped for. A more consistent source of funding may be local service organizations that
are conversant in fund-raising. In Orangeville, several service clubs organizations have already generously
contributed to the development of trails and park-related amenities. As a long-term prospect, it should be noted that
many service organizations across Ontario are suffering from an aging membership and a corresponding decline in
volunteerism.
The potential for corpora te sponsors should also be investigated. The Chrysler Greenway in Essex County and the
Second Marsh interpretive area in Oshawa are good Ontario examples of corporate involvement in trails projects.
While Orangeville does not have such major employers, the re may be now and in the future willingness by local
businesses and corporations to contribute to fund-raising efforts in support of a high quality of living in the Town.
Given its unique character as a rail-with-trail (one of few in Ontario), and opportun ity to attract publicity and
visitation, the ORDC trail would be an excellent project to market to corporate sponsors.
The involvement of service organizations and community clubs should also be solicited. In particular smaller projects
such as trailheads, route and interpretive signs, and the development of short, soft-surface nature trail loops lend
themselves to community fund-raising or sponsorship. The Town of Orangeville trail system has already benefited
from the generosity of local service organizations.
6.3.4

Partnerships with Other Agencies

Opportunities for external trails connections are discussed in the sections describing the Trails Master Plan. There is
currently a significant interest and momentum in trails development in the surrounding region, and Orangeville is
positioned to assist with and benefit from this. External groups and agencies who may be interested in partnerships
and collaborative ventures are:
•
Credit Valley Conservation
•
Friends of Island Lake
•
Hills of Headwaters Action Com mittee
•
Town of Caledon
•
Humber College
6.3.5

Funding Programs (2008)

The following is a summary of grant programs and other initiatives that are related to trails development and trail
promotion. Most of the programs require community organization involvement as the lead applicant and manager of
the project and funds, with municipal support as a requirement. The provincial infrastructure funds are directed to
municipalities and while not trail -focused, offer some opportunities for active transportation or other trails supportive
initiatives. In some instances, municipalities have been successful in receiving grants for trails building projects.
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6.4

Provincial Grant Programs

6.4. 1

Ontario Trillium Foundation

The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF), is an arms-length agency of the Government of Ontario’s Ministry of Culture
and one of Canada’s leading grant making foundations. The OTF has provided extensively to Ontario municipalities
and organizations supporting trails.
The Ontario Trillium Foundation di stributes its funding to charities and not-for-profits through two granting
programs: Community and Province-Wide. Within those programs, funding is allocated in four sectors: Arts and
Culture, Environment, Sports and Recreation, and Human and Social Servi ces.
The Community Program is for activities that take place in one catchment area and have a local impact in one or
more communities within that catchment area. Community grants account for 80% of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation's funding. The geographic catchment area for Orangeville is: Waterloo/Wellington/Dufferin. Community
grants are:
•
•

Single or multi -year grants of up to $75,000/year for up to five years
Grants of up to $150,000 for renovations/repairs and equipment purchases over one year

The Province -Wide program is for activities that have a province-wide impact. In Southern Ontario, at a minimum, the
work must take place in three catchment areas. Province-wide grants account for 20% of the funding, and have a
larger grant base of:
•
•

Single or multi-year grants of up to $250,000/year for up to five years
Grants of up to $150,000 for renovations/repairs and equipment purchases over one year

According to the current grant guidelines, the Ontario Trillium Foundation places priority on initiatives that:
•
•
•
•
•

Promote physical activity for people of all ages and abilities;
Promote recreational activities for people of all ages and abilities;
Enhance and help protect human and ecosystem health;
Create conditions for people to reach their full health and well-being potential;
Promote cultural and artistic activities for people of all ages and abilities.

The OTF will accept grant applications from a range of not-for-profit, charitable organizations and First Nations or
other aboriginal communities. Municipalities with populations over 20,000 cannot directly apply for grants, but can
partner with an eligible organization. The Optimist Club in Orangeville received a grant in 2004/2005 to construct
the George Douglas Way Trail, in collaboration with the Town. OTF grant applications deadlines are March 1, July 1
and November 1.
More information can be found at www.trilliumfoundation.org
6.4. 2

ACTIVE2010 Strategy

Communities in Action Fund (CIAF) is a key ini tiative of the government’s ACTIVE2010 Strategy and Ontario’s Action
Plan for Healthy Eating and Active Living. For 2007-2008, the Ontario government invested $5 million into the
(CIAF) program. Eligible program applicants can receive non -capital funding for projects falling under one or a
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combination of categories covering planning, implementation, and/or development of programs that encourage
physical activity. In recent years, trail related grants have focused on programs to encourage or market trails us e,
such as orienteering, geo-caching and the development of active transportation initiatives. The deadline for the
2008/2009 program has closed, however the program will continue through 2010.
Trails for Life is a provincial grants program with a commitm ent to provide up to $440,000 in grants annually for five
years, beginning in 2005 and ending with the 2009/2010 grant year, for trails initiatives and programs that have a
regional or Ontario -wide focus. The initiatives must address one or more of the following strategic directions of the
Ontario Trails Strategy:
•
•
•
•
•

Improving collaboration among stakeholders;
Enhancing the sustainability of Ontario’s trails;
Enhancing the trail experience;
Educating Ontarians about trails;
Fostering better health and a strong economy through trails.

This program is not likely to fund municipal trails development; however, Community Living Dufferin received funding
for the Headwaters Trails Council Project and a subsequent grant to promote the trails of the Headwater area
(Orangeville plus seven surrounding communities).
Information on both programs can be found on the Ministry of Health Promotion website at www.mhp.gov.on.ca
6.4. 3

Go Green Ontario

The Community Go Green Fund (CGGF) was announced by the Province in late 2007 as a four year, $6.6 million
dollar program that provides funding for local projects that reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The first call
for applications closed on January 10, 2008. Press releases indicate that “The Community Go Green Fund will
provide funding for not -for profit groups at the local and grassroots level to take action on global warming and run
programs in Ontario communities.” Registration for information is available at www.gogreenontario.ca
6.4.4

Provincial Infrastructure Funding

Infrastructure Ontario provides information on current capital infrastructure grant financing through Ontario. The
Province of Ontario has invested a significant amount in municipal infrastructure over the past several years through
a range of programs including the one time only 2007/2008 Municipal Infrastructure Initiative (MII) under the
Renew Ontario initiative. The provincial infrastructure programs are updated periodically, and are focused on major
capital infrastructure projects. In 2008, Orangeville was successful in obtaining funds for the Broadway West Road
Reconstruction / Rehabilitation and replacement of the watermain. Municipalities have benefited from these
programs for trails development, including the following announcements in 2008: the Millers Trail North, in Ajax; and
the East Hamilton Recreational Trail and Hub, Hamilton.
Infrastructure Ontario’s OSIFA Loan Program provides affordable loans for publi c sector borrowers:
•
Affordable rates updated weekly online
•
On-line application and access to funds within 6-8 weeks
•
Loans can be used for any depreciable capital expenditure
•
Flexible terms (up to 40 years) designed to match the life of the asset
Inform ation on Infrastructure Ontario programs can be found at www.infrastructureontario.ca
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Proposed Bill to Direct 2007/2008 Provincial Budget Surplus to Municipal Infrastructure
Proposed new legislation anno unced in March 2008 will guarantee a portion of the 2007-08 Provincial Budget
surpluses to be invested in municipal infrastructure. According to press releases from the Province and the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario, allocations will be made based on population and will allow municipalities to
invest the additional funds in any form of municipal capital. While trails may not be a top priority for infrastructure
funding, related projects such as road improvements may provide opportunities for trails-supportive initiatives such
as bikeways or cycling lanes, or signalized intersections, or pedestrian crossings which contribute to the trail
network. Details of this program are pending.
6.4.5

Natural Environment Restoration / Stewardship Programs

The Evergreen Foundation Common Grounds Programs
While not directly related to trails building, the Evergreen Foundation through its Common Grounds programs offers
grants to community organizations for greening and environmental stewardship projects. The programs could be
used to structure environmental initiatives that support/enhance trails development.
Green Grants, a Canadian community greening program sponsored by Wal-Mart Canada and led by Evergreen will
provide funds of up to $10,000 to local groups working on urban naturalization projects that use native plants to
restore and steward woodlands, meadows, wetlands and ravines. This grant program also supports community
gardening projects that involve native plants and food gardening. The application deadline for 2008 has passed,
however the program has been ongoing and renewed annually since 2005.
In 2008, Unilever Canada and Evergreen announced the continuation of their partnership on aquatic stewardship
projects across Canada. They are excited to announce that the scope of their grant program will be expanded to
include projects that promote the wise use of Canada’s precious water resources through educational and hands-on
activities.
For both of these programs:
•
Grants are available to community groups working in cities and towns across Canada;
•
Proposed projects must be open to the community and must be located entirely on publicly accessible
lands;
•
Applicants must be working in partnership with their local municipality or other institutional partner.
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources/Evergreen Community Tree Planting Grant Program
The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Evergreen offer a grant program in 2008 and 2009 designed to
support the planting of 100,000 native trees on publicly accessible lands in Ontario’s cities and towns. The program
is intended to elicit community engagement and ongoing environmental stewardship. All projects must be situated
on publicly accessible lands. Applications for projects which engage diverse organizations and individuals in the
community in creative partnerships are especially encouraged. Grants awarded will range from $5,000 to $15,000.
There is no deadline to apply and applications will be accepted and processed on an ongoing basis.
Information on Eve rgreen’s Common Grounds and the Community Tree Planting Grant Program is available on their
website at www.evergreen.ca
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Insert Figure 2

Tow n of Orangeville Trails Master Plan

31

